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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MONONGALIA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
ORDER ASSIGNING JUDGES, DESIGNATING LITXGATION FOR
ELECTRONIC FILING AND SERVICE, TRANSFERRING LITIGATION
AND SCHEDULING STATUS CONFERENCE IN LPG LAND LITIGATION

On March 16, 2015, Chief Justice Margaret L. Workman entered an Administrative
Order referring the following cases (hereinafter “LPG Land Litigation”) to the Mass Litigation

Panel:
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A copy of the Suprexae Court’s March 16, 2015, Administrative Order is attached. Pursuant to
West Virginia Trial Court Rule 26,07(g), “[a]n order from the Chief Justice granting a Motion to
Refer to the Mass Litigation Panel is a transfer of Mass Litigation to the Panel,”

As required by Trial Court Rule 26.07(a), the Panel Chair, with the advice and consent of
the Paoel, heraby assigns The Honorable David W. Hummel, Jr. to serve as the Lead Presiding
Judge in the LPG Land Litigation, with The Honorable Alan D. Moats and The Honorable Derek
C. Swope asgigned to assist Judge Hummel as Presiding Judges in this litigation or proceedings
therein. To the extent possible, appropriate measures shall be adopted to insure uniformity of
decisions, including the requirement that all pretrial dispositive motions be decided by a majority
of the Presiding Judges assigned to preside in this litigation, The Panel Chair further assigns The
Honorable Booker T. Stephens to serve as the Lead Resolution Judge in the LPG Land
Litigation, with The Honorable Jay M. Hoke assigned to assist Judge Stephens ag Resolution
Tudge in this litigation. or proceedings therein,

The Panel has determined it {s appropriate for the LPG Land Litigation to be subject to
clectronic filing and service (“e-filing and service”). Pursuant to West Virginia Trial Court Rule
15.02(c), tho Pane] hexeby ORDERS the LPG Land Litigation to be subject to e-filing and
service beginning on April 24, 2015, as provided in Trial Court Rule 15.01 et seq.

Pursuant to West Virginia Trial Court Rule 26.08(b), and with the advice and consent of
tho Panel, it is ORDERED that the LPG Land Litigation shall be transferred to the Circuit Court
of Ohio County, West Virginia, solely for purposes of implementing electronic filing and
service. The style of the Mass Litigation will be, “In re: LPG Land Litigation, Civil Action No.
15-C-4000.” All paper court files for these civil actions will remain in the Circuit Court of

Monongalia County, West Vixginia. Furthermore, all documents filed prior to April 24, 2015,
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any oversized documents that cannot be electromically filed, and any documents the Court orders
to be placed under seal in the court file will be filed traditionally in the Circuit Court of
Monongalia County, West Virginia.

Registration and training for e-filing and service is mandatory. If a party is not
registered with File & ServeXpress by April 24, 2015, the party will not receive e-service of
documents in the LPG Land Litigation. Even if a party has registexed and received training for
c-filing and service in othor Mass Litigation cases, there will be specific training for e-filing and
service in the LPG Land Litigation that all parties must receive. Communications will be
forthcoming from Filo & ServeXpress regarding registration and traling, but the File &
ServaXpress Customer Service Department may be reached at 1-888-529-7587 if you have
any questions.

The Panel reminds the parties that, pursuant to Trial Court Rule 15.02(b), e-filing and
sexvice shall not be used to initiate a civil action or to serve a new patty with an amended
complaint or a thixd-party complaint.

The Pane] ORDERS that a Status and Scheduling Conference for the LPG Litigation will
be held at 10:00 a.m. on May 15, 2015, in Courtroom Four, also known as the Ceremonial
Courtroom, on the Second Floor of the Kanawha County Courthouse, at 409 Virginia Street,
East, in Charleston, West Virginia. The Panel judges assigned to the LPG Land Litigation will
preside.  All counsel of record and any solf-represented partics are ORDERED to attend and
shall be prepared to discuss:

1. Appointment of lead and liaison counsel;
2, Status and coordination of pretrial discovery, including proposed fact sheets for Plaintiffy

and Defendants;




04-10-15;09:55 ;From: T0:913045580775 ;3042917273 # 5/ 7

DAL WY LU LY UJL L L b UMUED ALl MudLD PAA NV, JUY L0D U4DY rouus

3. Status of pending motions;

4. Proposed trial schedule;

5. Status of prior mediation and/or settlement negotiations, including whether the litigation
should be scheduled for early mediation; and

6. Status of implementation of electronic filing and service.

The Clerk of the Circuit Court of Monongalia County, West Virginia, is ORDERED to
forward a certified copy of this Order to Mass Litigation Manager Kimberley R. Fields via
clectronic mail at kim. fields@courtswv.gov, and via U.S. Mail to the Clerk of the Cireuit Court
of Ohio County, West Virginia, all counsel of record and any unrepresented party,

It is so ORDERED.

ENTER: Apnl 9, 2015
The Honorable Alan . Moats

Chair, Mass Litigation Panel

ENTERED_(LDN )G 0, 5
DOCKET LiNe g 3 o

JEAN FRIEND, cirgyi CLERK
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ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

In Re: Motion to Refer LPG Land Cases to the Mass Litigation Panel
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SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS OF WEST VIRGINIA
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Civil Actlon No. 13-C-735;
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o's Pipe Inspection
Civil Action No, 14-C-678

tequesting that the above-referenced civil actions be roferred to the Mass

Page 1 of2
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Ine. d/b/a Inspeetion Oilfield Serviess, Defendants, onongalia County Civil Action No, 12-C-
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The Honotable Susan B, Tucker, Judge of the Seventeenth Judicial Cirouit, has filed 2 motion in
the Clrouit Court of Monongalia County pursuant to Rule 26.06 of the West Virginia Trial Coutt Rules

did not include Monongalla County Civil Action No. 14-C-678, assigned to the Honorable Ryssell M.
Clawges Jr. Thereafter, Defendant Mike's Pipe Inspection, lne. d/b/a Inspection Oilfisld Services, by

Ot

Litigation Pane], The motion
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counsel, Keith C. Gamble, Jonathan J. Jacks, and the law fiim of Pullin, Fowler, Flanagan, Brown &
Poe, PLLC, flled a response to the motion tequesting that if the motion I3 granted, the referal fnolude
Monongalia County Civil Action No. 14-C-678. After the response periods had expired, the motion and
response thereto weve filed with the Clerk of the West Virginia Supreme Count.

The motion appears to be in substantial compliance with Rule 26.06 of the West Virginia Trial
Court Rules.

The time for parties and affected judges to respond has expired, and the Chief Justice has
reviewed the motion and reply memorandum,

The Chlef Justice has determined that such Motion to Refer should be granted and that it is
appropriate to transfer all actions identified in this Order to the Mass Litigation Pansl, and further, that
the Mass Litigation Papel is authorized to transfer and join with the existing Mass Litigation any similar
or related actions subsequently filed in the Monongalia County Circuit Court.

[T IS, HEREBY, ORDERED, pursuant to Ruls 26.06(c)(3) of the West Virginia Trial Court
Rules, that the Motion to Refer the above-referanced civil actions to the Mass Litigation Panel be, and
hersby is GRANTED, and the actions identified in this Order are fransferred to the Mass Litigation
Panel for further proceedings.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED, that the Mass Litigation Panc] js authorized to transfer and join
with the existing Mass Litigation any similer or related actions subsequently filed in the Monongalia
County Circuit Cowmt,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that a copy of this Order be tansmitted to the Honorable Alan, .
Moats, Chair of the Mass Litigation Panel; the Honorable Susan B. Tucker and the Honorable Russell
M. Clawges Jr., Judges of the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit; the Mass Litigation Manager; and the
Circult Cletk of Monongalia County.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that the Circuit Cletk of Monongalia County record this Order
and serve coples on all parties of record or their counsel, and tales no furthor action with regard to the
case files until direction is received in writing from & member of the Mass Litigation Pans] and/or the
Chief Justico of the Supreme Court of Appeals.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that all proceedings be conducted as provided by Jaw.

ENTERED: MARCH 16, 2015

1/

MARGARET L. WORKMAN
Chief Justice

Suprame Court of Appeals
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