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JESSICA

JESSICA

• First in state’s care at age 8

• Parents’ rights terminated

• Three types of cases in three 
counties by age 14
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QUESTIONS

Does the judge in the original child 
abuse/neglect case in Allegheny County 
know that Jessica’s permanent 
placement has been disrupted?  

If not, should someone tell him or her?

QUESTIONS

Should the cases be consolidated?

Is age 14 the time to begin transitional 
planning?

What permanency options should the 
MDT be exploring?
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JESSICA

JESSICA

• Now age 15

• Runs away from residential 
placement

• Trafficked 

• Pregnant

• Drug-addicted
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QUESTIONS

What is a “trafficking situation”?

What should the MDT recommend for 
Jessica?

Should Jessica have charges for running 
away and her activities?

JESSICA
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JESSICA

• Now age 17

• Back on track academically (senior 
in high school)

• Tired of being in the state’s care

• Wants to live with terminated mother

QUESTIONS
Should the MDT still be exploring permanency 
options for Jessica?

What happens when Jessica turns 18 during her 
senior year of high school?

Will Jessica be eligible for an FC-18 agreement 
with DHHR?

Will she need to leave the group residential 
facility if she does not sign an FC-18 
agreement?
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QUESTIONS
Will Jessica be allowed to live with her 
terminated mother and still receive help with 
living expenses or sign an FC-18 agreement?

Should the GAL and DHHR consider 
recommending reinstatement of the mother’s 
parental rights?

If Jessica’s mother’s rights are reinstated, will 
Jessica be eligible for MODIDFY services? 

ALTERNATIVE SPINS

• Out-of-State Placement

• Unable to Live Independently
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ADVICE OR 
QUESTIONS?



This publication was made possible in part through Grant Number 90ZV0102 from the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Division, Office of Refugee 
Resettlement, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Division, Office of Refugee Resettlement, or HHS.
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www.traffickingresourcecenter.org
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http://www.traffickingmap.org/
http://www.justice.gov/crt/about/crm/selcases.php#humantrafficking
http://www.justice.gov/usao/find-your-united-states-attorney
http://www.fbi.gov/news/pressrel
http://www.ice.gov/news/overview
https://www.google.com/alerts
https://www.google.com/alerts
http://www.lexisnexis.com/en-us/gateway.page
https://www.pacer.gov/
https://www.law.umich.edu/clinical/humantraffickingclinicalprogram/Pages/humantraffickingclinic.aspx
https://www.law.umich.edu/clinical/humantraffickingclinicalprogram/Pages/humantraffickingclinic.aspx
http://www.ucrdatatool.gov/
http://www.michigan.gov/msp/0,1607,7-123-1645_3501_4621---,00.html
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http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2014/
http://www.cfr.org/human-trafficking/attorney-general-annual-report-congress-us-government-activities-combat-trafficking-persons/p10235
http://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=pbtp&tid=40&iid=4
https://www.ncjrs.gov/humantrafficking/
http://www.nij.gov/topics/crime/human-trafficking/pages/welcome.aspx
http://www.ojjdp.gov/programs/csec_program.html
http://www.ojjdp.gov/programs/csec_program.html
http://www.missingkids.com/home
www.traffickingmap.org
http://www.traffickingresourcecenter.org/
mailto:nhtrc@polarisproject.org


Services & Eligibility:
Youth who are adopted after the age of 16 or placed in legal guardianship qualify for:

•	 Education and Training Voucher Funds ($5,000/school year) until they complete their first   	 	
undergraduate program or they reach the age of 23

Youth who age out of foster care qualify for:

•	 Foster Care Tuition Waiver until they complete their first undergraduate program

•	 Education and Training Voucher Funds ($5,000/school year) until they complete their first 
undergraduate program or they reach the age of 23

•	 Independent Living Services under the Voluntary Placement Agreement (FC-18) until they reach the 
age of 21

•	 Independent Living Subsidy

	 $200/month – Dorm

	 $900/month – Apartment

•	 Housing Start-Up Funds ($1,100)

All current and former foster youth are invited to participate in West Virginia Foster Advocacy 
Movement, sponsored by the MODIFY program (enrollment not required).

WITH CED

Mentoring & Oversight for Developing Independence with Foster Youth

Maintaining Eligibility:
•	 Complete 80 percent of your coursework

•	 Maintain a 2.0 GPA

•	 Provide your worker with your student 
account information for verification of 
enrollment, tuition, fees and mid-term and 
final grades

•	 Maintain monthly contact with your worker 
via emails, texts, calls or visits

•	 Submit your Budget/Productivity Form 
monthly

•	 Be engaged in at least 40 hours per week of 
productive activity related to transition

Making a Referral:
•	 Apply within six months of high school 

graduation or obtaining a high school 
equivalency

•	 Apply up to the age of 20

To make a referral,
call 1-866-720-3605 or visit
www.modify.cedwvu.org

MODIFY is being presented with financial assistance as a grant from the
West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources. All printed
materials are made available in braille, electronic format, CD and large print.
WVU is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution   WVUCED 7/2014

**Former foster youth may qualify for West Virginia Medicaid up to the age of 26 under new provisions of the Affordable Care Act.**

Overview of 
MODIFY Services



Services & Eligibility: 
Youth who age out of foster care at 18, 
are adopted after 16 or placed in a legal 
guardianship after 16 qualify for:

•	 Education and Training Voucher Funds 
($5,000/school year) until they complete 
their first undergraduate program or they 
reach the age of 23

Mentoring & Oversight for Developing Independence with Foster Youth

Maintaining Eligibility:
•	 Complete 80 percent of your coursework

•	 Maintain a 2.0 GPA

•	 Provide your worker with your student 
account information for verification of 
enrollment, tuition, fees and mid-term and 
final grades

•	 Maintain monthly contact with your worker 
via emails, texts, calls or visits

•	 Submit your Budget/Productivity Form 
monthly

•	 Be engaged in at least 40 hours per week of 
productive activity related to transition

Necessary Documentation:
•	 Copy of high school diploma or general 

education development (GED) certificate

•	 Copy of acceptance letter to a post-
secondary institution or vocational program

•	 Verification of Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) submission

•	 Student identification number, student 
account username and student account 
password

Chafee Education 
and Training Vouchers

MODIFY is being presented with financial assistance as a grant from the 
West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources. All printed 
materials are made available in braille, electronic format, CD and large print.

WVU is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution WVUCED 7/2014

Education and Training Voucher can cover:

•	 Tuition and fees

•	 Room and board

•	 Computer and software (if not provided by 
DHHR)

•	 Clothing and special equipment

•	 Educational supplies, including books

•	 Transportation costs (with limitations)

•	 Other supportive services

To make a referral, call 
1-866-720-3605 

or visit 

www.modify.cedwvu.org

WITH CED



Mentoring & Oversight for Developing Independence with Foster Youth

MODIFY is being presented with financial assistance as a grant from the 
West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources. All printed 
materials are made available in braille, electronic format, CD and large print.

WVU is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution WVUCED 7/2014

Project Purpose:	
 
West Virginia Legislation (HB-4784) was enacted allowing eligible youth in foster care to receive tuition 
waivers for the purpose of attending a West Virginia public college or university.

Who is eligible?
 
Within limitations of the governing boards for higher education, the waiver program is available to ANY 
youth who:

•	 Graduated from high school or passed the high school equivalency examination while in the 
custody of the Department of Health and Human Resources (DHHR);

•	 Was in family foster care or residential care for at least one year immediately preceding 
graduation;

•	 Applies for the waiver within two years of graduation from high school or passing the high school 
equivalency examination;

•	 Has been accepted to a West Virginia public institution of higher education AND

•	 Apply for student financial aid other than student loans, e.g., the Federal Pell Grant, in compliance 
with federal financial aid rules

What does the waiver pay for?
The waiver covers tuition and fees after other 
sources of financial aid dedicated solely to 
tuition and fees are exhausted.

What does the waiver not pay 
for?

The waiver does NOT cover room and board or 
the cost of books.

Would a youth have to apply for 
a waiver each of the four years?

Yes. The youth must continue to meet the 
academic progress standards established by 
the West Virginia college or university he or 
she is attending in order to maintain waiver 
eligibility.

Where do youth apply for a 
West Virginia Foster Care 
Tuition Waiver?

Youth apply for the waiver at the financial aid 
office of the college or university where they 
have been accepted. Verification of custody 
will need to be provided via a letter from DHHR 
to the institution. The college or university 
will then apply the waiver at their discretion 
and in conformity to Department of Education 
standards.

www.modify.cedwvu.org

WITH CED

Foster Care
Tuition Waiver


