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Percentage of discretionary petitions granted 
Major case types:  2000-2010
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Supreme Court approves first 
Rules of Juvenile Procedure

The Supreme Court approved West Virginia’s first Rules of Juvenile Procedure in an order entered April 20, 
2010. The rules were effective July 1 and are posted on the Court’s website. 

“The rules are a synthesis of the state’s juvenile statutes and case law, including recognized constitutional 
principles. With added, necessary, procedural steps, they are a comprehensive roadmap,” said Chief Justice 
Robin Jean Davis.

The Court Improvement Program Oversight Board’s Youth Services Committee, led by Williamson 
attorney Jane Moran, spent five years researching, drafting, and revising rules before sending them to the 
Board for its approval. The Board, after a series of thoroughly detailed discussions, then forwarded them to the 
Supreme Court.  The Court on June 4, 2009, approved a three-month public comment period, which it extended 
by two months to November 9, 2009. The committee then considered all comments and made modifications. It 
presented the final version of the rules to the Board, which approved the revised rules on January 22, 2010, and 
sent them back to the Court. 

  The rules are intended to provide uniform court procedures to govern juvenile delinquency and status 
offense cases, said Twenty-Eighth Judicial Circuit Judge Gary Johnson, who is chairman of the Board. “The 
rules are designed to protect the statutory and constitutional rights of juveniles, promote access to rehabilitative 
opportunities, and preserve public safety,” he said.

“We have never previously had rules to follow,” said Ms. Moran. “The procedure was pieced together from 
the directives in the juvenile statutes.

“The Committee did not believe that the constitutional protections afforded adults in the criminal courts 
were being consistently and conscientiously provided in the juvenile venues, whereas juveniles are assured, in 
some incidences, more constitutional protections than adults charged with crimes,” Ms. Moran said.

 “We didn’t feel there were enough protections for children who were charged with delinquency, in terms 
of setting up some structure for their future so they didn’t go through a revolving door here. We are trying to 
expand the rules into something for their future, to help them stay out of trouble, more than the rules have done 
at this point,” Ms. Moran said.

Morgantown attorney John Hedges, a member of Ms. Moran’s committee, said, “Status offenders ‘age out’ 
of the system when they turn eighteen. Juvenile delinquent offenders can remain under court jurisdiction until 
they are twenty-one, in some circumstances. The kids that have been in placement for extended periods typically 
have very little in terms of supportive family relationships.

“Congress has now recognized that more attention is needed on preparing these juveniles for adulthood 
while they’re still in the state’s care,” Mr. Hedges said. “These issues and other measures designed to help these 
older youths are covered in the new West Virginia Juvenile Rules and should also benefit the state by opening 
new avenues for additional Title IV-E federal funding.”

 Those funds can be used to pay for certain out-of-home placements, if federal procedural requirements 
are followed. Those requirements were incorporated into the West Virginia Juvenile Rules.

The other members of Ms. Moran’s Committee were Judge Donald H. Cookman, Twenty-Second Judicial 
Circuit (Hampshire, Hardy, and Pendleton Counties); Denny Dodson, Deputy Director, West Virginia Division 
of Juvenile Services; Sue Hage, Program Manager for Regulatory Management, Department of Health and 
Human Resources Bureau for Children and Families; Will Jones, Assistant Attorney General for the Department 
of Health and Human Resources Bureau for Children and Families; Mike Lacy, Director of Probation Services, 
Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia; Robert Noone, Robert Noone Legal Services, Logan; Sandra 
Prather, Youth Services Policy Specialist, Department of Health and Human Resources Bureau for Children and 
Families; Jack Rogers, Executive Director, West Virginia Public Defender Services; Angela Saunders, Director of 
Court Services, Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia; Mary Ann Scali, Deputy Director, National Juvenile 
Defender Center; Robin Walker Sterling, special counsel, National Juvenile Defender Center; John Sullivan, 
Defense Attorney, Thirteenth Judicial Circuit (Kanawha County) Public Defender’s Office; Tom Truman, Chief 
Deputy Prosecutor, Raleigh County; and Robert Wilkinson, Chief Defense Attorney, Sixth Judicial Circuit 
(Cabell County) Public Defender’s Office.



272010 Annual Report

Supreme Court Compliance Committee
on prisons and jails issues interim report

The Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia’s Compliance Committee on Sams v. Kirby issued an 
interim report on January 12. The interim report was very specific and was the Committee’s response to 
the June 30, 2009, report by the Governor’s Commission on Prison Overcrowding. 

The Compliance Committee’s report responded to each of that panel’s fourteen recommendations, 
agreeing in principle with twelve recommendations and disagreeing with two. The panel disagreed that 
there is a need to add three hundred beds to the St. Marys Correctional Complex and that there is a need 
to build a new, twelve hundred-bed, medium-security prison. The panel’s interim report indicated that 
the other twelve initiatives, if fully enacted, could eliminate the need for these expensive new cells and the 
accompanying $200 million in construction costs.

 “We cannot build ourselves out of this problem,” said Fourteenth Judicial Circuit Judge Jack Alsop, 
Chairman of the Compliance Committee. “The Committee encourages the other branches of government to 
look at other alternatives the Governor’s Commission and our Committee have recommended.”

 The Committee agreed with recommendations to conduct a risk and needs assessment of every individual 
convicted of a felony prior to sentencing; expand probation, parole, community corrections, and work release 
programs; increase substance abuse and mental health treatment programs; build transitional housing for 
parolees; make changes in parole to allow early release in certain circumstances; comprehensively revise the state 
criminal code; uniformly collect criminal justice data; conduct outcome evaluations of community corrections 
programs; educate the public about rehabilitation programs; jointly oversee rehabilitation programs; and open 
special treatment centers for elderly, mentally ill, and substance abusing inmates.       

 “Comparing West Virginia’s use of alternative sanctions to the national averages shows a remarkably 
expensive disparity,” said Supreme Court Administrative Director Steve Canterbury, who previously served 
as Executive Director of the Regional Jail and Correctional Facility Authority for eight years under three 
governors. “Currently, only 1,500 offenders are in community corrections programs. That saves our state $30 
million annually, compared to what it would cost to lock them up.”

 The Sams v. Kirby case was filed in 1999 by Daniel L. Sams and other inmates who sought a writ of 
mandamus to compel their transfer from a regional jail to facilities operated by the Division of Corrections. The 
Supreme Court initially granted a moulded writ and appointed a special master to oversee the preparation of a 
long-range plan for the transfer of state inmates lodged in jails to prisons. The plan was submitted to the Court 
on September 20, 2002.

The 2005 Supreme Court Sams v. Kirby opinion concluded by saying, “It is far preferable for this Court to 
extend to the executive and legislative branches clear and definitive opportunities to formulate policies without 
premature judicial involvement. We commend to our sister branches the Long-Term Plan developed by the 
executive offices having direct responsibility for these policies. We call upon the leadership of the executive and 
legislative branches not to allow these problems to go unaddressed and not to allow those directly responsible 
for the implementation of such policies to avoid the resolution of the problems identified herein solely by reason 
of inertia.” 

The Court at that time declined to issue a writ of mandamus. “We do, however, urge the executive and 
legislative branches to undertake serious review of their respective roles and responsibilities for contributing to 
the current housing situation and to act with alacrity, to avoid the day when we or the federal courts are forced 
to intervene,” the opinion concluded.
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2010 Court board and committee members

West Virginia Board of Law Examiners
Members evaluate educational background, credentials, character 
and fitness, and competence of each applicant for admission to the 
practice of law in West Virginia under the Supreme Court Rules 
for Admission.
  Rule 1.0, Rules for Admission to the
  Practice of Law

Sue A. Howard, President (Wheeling)
Ward D. Stone, Jr., Vice President (Morgantown)
Roslyn Payne Artis, Esquire (Beckley)
Janice Lee Murray Hall, Esquire (Huntington)
Bradley J. Pyles, Esquire (Logan)
Ancil G. Ramey, Esquire (Charleston)
Lawrence M. Schultz, Esquire (Martinsburg)

Judicial Hearing Board
Members have the authority to conduct hearings on formal 
complaints filed by the Judicial Investigation Commission and 
to make recommendations to the Supreme Court of Appeals 
regarding disposition of those complaints.
  Rule 3.6, Rules of Judicial
  Disciplinary Procedure

Circuit Judge Rudolph J. Murensky, II, Chairman,
 Eighth Judicial Circuit (McDowell County) 
Senior Status Judge Robert G. Chafin, Vice-Chairman,
 (Wayne County)
Circuit Judge Gina M. Groh, Twenty-Third Judicial Circuit
 (Berkeley, Jefferson, and Morgan Counties)
Circuit Judge Lawrance S. Miller, Jr., Eighteenth Judicial
 Circuit (Preston County)
Family Court Judge Beth Longo, Twenty-First Family
 Court Circuit (Barbour and Taylor Counties)
Magistrate Tina M. Mouser (Barbour County)
Michael D. Lorensen, Esquire (Martinsburg)
Jacqueline Farrell (Huntington)
George Poole (Williamson)
Staff: Danny C. Staggers, Esquire

Judicial Investigation Commission
Members determine whether probable cause exists to charge a 
judicial officer with a violation of the Code of Judicial Conduct 
promulgated by the Supreme Court of Appeals to govern the 
ethical conduct of judges or that a judge, because of physical or 
mental incapacity, should not continue to serve.
  Rule 1, Rules of Judicial
  Disciplinary Procedure

Circuit Judge Ronald E. Wilson, Chairman, First Judicial
 Circuit (Brooke, Hancock, and Ohio Counties)
Circuit Judge J. D. Beane, Fourth Judicial Circuit
 (Wood and Wirt Counties)
Circuit Judge H. L. Kirkpatrick III, Tenth Judicial Circuit
 (Raleigh County)
Family Court Judge Cynthia J. Jarrell, Tenth Family
 Court Circuit (Boone and Lincoln Counties)
Magistrate Gail C. Boober (Jefferson County)
Senior Status Circuit Judge Andrew N. Frye, Jr. (Grant County)
Thomas F. Burgoyne (Wheeling)
Daniel Crockett, Esquire (Dunbar)
Alice A. Chakmakian, Esquire (Charles Town)
Staff: Charles R. Garten, Esquire
Staff: Nancy Black

Mass Litigation Panel
The panel develops and implements case management and 
trial methodologies to resolve mass litigation referred to it 
by the Chief Justice. The panel also develops and implements 
plans for central organization for managing mass litigation.
  Rule 26.01, West Virginia
  Trial Court Rules

Circuit Judge Alan D. Moats, Chairman, Nineteenth
 Judicial Circuit (Barbour and Taylor Counties)
Circuit Judge Thomas C. Evans, III, Fifth Judicial Circuit
 (Calhoun, Jackson, Mason, and  Roane Counties)
Circuit Judge John A. Hutchison, Tenth Judicial Circuit
 (Raleigh County)
Circuit Judge Jay M. Hoke, Twenty-Fifth Judicial Circuit
 (Boone and Lincoln Counties)
Circuit Judge James P. Mazzone, First Judicial Circuit
 (Brooke, Hancock, and Ohio Counties)
Circuit Judge Booker T. Stephens, Eighth Judicial Circuit
 (McDowell County)
Circuit Judge Derek C. Swope, Ninth Judicial Circuit
 (Mercer County)

West Virginia Court Security Board
Board members make decisions on how money in the Court 
Security Fund is spent to enhance the security of courts. 
  W.Va. Code § 51-3-15

Chairman, Steve Canterbury, Supreme Court
 Administrative Director
Circuit Judge Jack Alsop, Fourteenth Judicial Circuit
 (Braxton, Clay, Gilmer, and Webster Counties)
Family Court Judge William Sinclair, First Family Court
 Circuit (Brooke, Hancock, and Ohio Counties)
Magistrate Stephen D. Massie (Raleigh County)
Circuit Clerk Betsy Castle (Preston County)
Sheriff Bryan Backus (Ritchie County)
Lieutenant Colonel B.A. Sloan, Deputy Superintendent,
 West Virginia State Police
Patrick S. Casey, Esquire (Ohio County)
Staff: Angela Saunders, Director of Court Services,
 Supreme Court Administrative Office
Staff: Arthur Angus, Director of Court Security, Supreme
 Court Administrative Office
Staff: Leslie Boggess, Associate Deputy Director,
 Division of Justice and Community Services

West Virginia Wiretapping and Electronic
 Surveillance Act
The Act requires the Chief Justice to designate five active 
circuit court judges who individually hear and rule upon 
applications for orders authorizing the interception of wire, 
oral, or electronic communications.
  W.V. Code § 62-1D-7

Circuit Judge Thomas H. Keadle, Twenty-Sixth Judicial
 Circuit (Lewis and Upshur Counties)
Circuit Judge James P. Mazzone, First Judicial Circuit
 (Brooke, Hancock, and Ohio Counties)
Circuit Judge Dan P. O’Hanlon, Sixth Judicial Circuit
 (Cabell County)
Circuit Judge O.C. Spaulding, Twenty-Ninth Judicial
 Circuit (Putnam County)
Circuit Judge Christopher C. Wilkes, Twenty-Third
 Judicial Circuit (Berkeley, Jefferson, and Morgan Counties)
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West Virginia’s Child Abuse and Neglect Database was created to collect detailed records of active child 
abuse and neglect cases in West Virginia. At the direction of West Virginia’s Court Improvement Program 
Board, the database was transferred to an online reporting system in 2006. The database is managed by the 

Court Services Division of the Supreme Court Administrative Office. The project is supported with funds provided 
by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, with additional 
funding provided by the Court. 

Database enhancement
 Improvements continue to be made to the Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting System. In 2010, enhancements 

included the addition of data collection fields to collect case details like emergency custody and amended petitions. 
While the database has always captured the date of an amended petition, more details in each petition are now being 
collected.  In addition to the date of filing, data is collected on the reason for the amended petition, such as new 
allegations, or the addition or substitution of a respondent. With the addition of new respondents, the timeliness 
of hearings can be measured from the amended petition date, thus increasing the number of records available for 
performance measurement. The respondent-based measures for cases with amended petitions previously were 
excluded due to the likelihood of erroneous results. 

Other database revisions this year focused on improving data consistency by reorganizing data entry forms and 
clarifying data labels. 

The database project will continue to evolve as analysis continues to identify shortcomings in both data collection 
and procedure.  As database limitations and training issues become apparent, the Court Improvement Program Board 
will develop process improvements.  A key development in this review process was the Benchview Reporting Site 
released in 2010.

Reporting site progress 
 The Benchview Reporting Site was released to circuit judges during the spring 2010 judicial conference.  

Follow-up training was provided at the fall 2010 judicial conference and subsequent circuit court staff training 
sessions.  This system provides judges with performance measure reporting and case tracking using data provided by 
the Child Abuse and Neglect Database.  The site allows judges to view from their personal computers how well they are 
meeting state and federal time standards for their child abuse and neglect caseloads.  The Web-based reporting system 
includes summary statistics, compliance calculations, listings of open cases approaching compliance deadlines, and 
error reports highlighting data in need of review. 

 Twenty-five performance measures are calculated by the site based on data provided by judicial staff.  
Performance measures are broken down into judicial and permanency-based measures.  Judicial measures include 
timelines of the judicial process.  These measures determine how quickly respondents reach benchmarks towards 
disposition.  Permanency measures are designed to track milestones to permanency for a child from the date a petition 
is filed through permanent placement. A key national measure is to reach “legal” permanent placement – whether 
by reunification, adoption, or guardianship – within eighteen months, unless there is reasonable justification for the 
delay. Safety of a child after placement is also measured by Department of Health and Human Resources for up to 
twelve months following final disposition. 

Statistical reports are also available for judges to view on the Benchview Reporting Site for Juvenile Administrative 
Order data provided within the Child Abuse and Neglect database. In such cases, a family court judge will issue a 
referral to a circuit judge if he or she has observed anything during a case in family court which leads that judge to 
believe abuse or neglect is occurring in the home. The circuit judge will, in turn, issue a Juvenile Administrative Order 
requesting that Child Protective Services investigate the family. From this investigation, Child Protective Services will 
determine whether there is enough evidence to file a 
petition in circuit court. In the event that the order 
is substantiated, a case number will be assigned and 
a preliminary hearing will be set. Reports provided 
on the Benchview Reporting Site show judges how 
many administrative orders led to filings of child 
abuse and neglect cases. Alternative outcomes of the 
investigation provided by Child Protective Services 
are also reported. Such outcomes include initiation 
of a safety plan or other services provided by the 
Department of Health and Human Resources.   

Child Abuse and Neglect Database Project

Types of Petitions Filed: 2010 2009

Juvenile Administrative Order (JAA) 459 525
Juvenile Administrative Order where
 Mandamus was issued (JAM) 3 1
Family Infant Guardianship (FIG) 1,059 896
Circuit Court Infant Guardianship (CIG) 349 375
Circuit Court Infant Guardianship
 Removed (CIGR) 100 68
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•	 Annual	training	for	judges,	prosecutors,	child	and	parent	attorneys,	foster	parents,	DHHR	caseworkers,	
social workers, counselors, psychologists, Court Appointed Special Advocate volunteers, law enforcement 
officers, and others involved in the child abuse and neglect process:  the goal of the two-day cross-training 
sessions, offered annually for more than a decade, is to improve how these important cases are handled.  The 
seminars also are sponsored by the Supreme Court and the West Virginia Coalition Against Domestic Violence. 
The 2010 conferences were held June 21 to 22 in Canaan Valley, June 24 to 25 in Martinsburg, and July 12 to 13 
in Huntington.

•	 A	regional	judicial	leadership	roundtable	focusing	on	child	abuse	and	neglect	and	youth	services	March	
25 to 26 in Charleston:  the event was for any judge who was not able to attend one of five regional roundtables 
held the previous year in March and April 2009. The meetings give circuit judges an opportunity to discuss 
among their peers best practices for achieving permanency, safety, and well-being for children involved in child 
abuse and neglect and youth services cases. A retired judge associated with the National Child Welfare Resource 
Center on Legal and Judicial Issues helped conduct the training at each location. 

•	 “Relatives	as	Parents”	workshops	March	27	in	Charleston	and	May	22	in	Clarksburg:		the	workshops	were	
for grandparents, foster parents, attorneys, social workers, and all interested people. Eleventh Family Court 
Circuit Judge Mike Kelly talked about West Virginia grandparent visitation and minor guardianship law. Joanne 
M. Brown, a former juvenile and family law judge in Oakland, California, discussed the Fostering Connections 
to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008. Other sponsors of the workshops included Frameworks of 
Mission West Virginia, the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources, Legal Aid of West 
Virginia, the American Bar Association, West Virginia University Extension Services, and the West Virginia 
Bureau of Senior Services.

Civic Education Programs
LAWS 
The LAWS (Legal Advancement for West Virginia Children) program in 2010 was cancelled because of the 

high number of school days missed due to snow in the Northern Panhandle. It had been scheduled for March 30 
in Moundsville, and the Supreme Court promised it would hold the program there in 2011.  

LAWS is a partnership between the court system, schools, the Bar, and the community. It teaches students 
about the Judicial Branch of government. Chief Justice Robin Jean Davis began the program when she was  
previously Chief Justice in 1999. Since then, more than 4,200 high school and college students in twenty-two 
counties have participated. 

 Teachers attend a training session with Supreme Court personnel and local circuit judges. Later, 
volunteer attorneys from the area meet with students to discuss the court system and the real cases the 
classes will hear. On the day of LAWS, students hear cases on a Supreme Court Argument Docket and then 
meet with attorneys who argued the cases in a “debriefing” session. The attorneys and students also have 
an informal lunch with the Justices.

The Supreme Court held the first LAWS program in Beckley in 1999. Other LAWS programs have been 
held in Clarksburg, Huntington, Wheeling, Summersville, Martinsburg, Parkersburg, Charleston, Romney, 
Princeton, and Lewisburg.

Graphic novels
 The National Center for State Courts has created a series of graphic novels on various legal situations that may 

be relevant to young adults.  A new issue of the series, called Justice Case Files, is published about once a year.  The 
Division of Children’s Services personalizes and distributes the novels to high school seniors each year. 

iCivics 
 iCivics is a Web-based education project designed to teach students about civics, especially the judicial 

system, and inspire them to be active participants in democracy. iCivics was envisioned by former U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. For more information, see www.icivics.org.
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Participation in drug court must be pursuant to a written agreement which outlines how a case will be 
disposed of if the drug offender is – or is not – successful.  Incentives also are used by drug courts to reward 
participants if they do not engage in criminal conduct or violate the requirements of drug court while they are 
in the program.   

A drug court judge also may impose reasonable sanctions on an offender, including incarceration or 
expulsion from the program, if the offender does not comply with the terms and conditions of drug court and 
perform those terms satisfactorily. Participants can be forced to repeat phases of the program.  

Juvenile drug courts are a cooperative effort of the juvenile justice, social service, law enforcement, and 
education systems. They divert non-violent juvenile offenders exhibiting alcohol or substance abuse behavior 
from the traditional juvenile court process to an intensive, individualized treatment process, the goal of which is 
to reduce future court involvement for the youth.

One of the motivating reasons behind the development of juvenile drug courts in West Virginia is the fact 
that on any given day, approximately sixty-five hundred youths are under some form of court-ordered diversion 
program or supervision by a probation officer. Annual West Virginia juvenile probation reports demonstrate 
that controlled-substance violations are the third-largest category of offenses charged. (The first- and second-
highest categories are property offenses and assault/battery.) Each county selected for a juvenile drug court 
has demonstrated support from county officials, including a circuit judge. These counties also have sufficient 
juvenile case loads and substance abuse indicator data to support the programs.

Juvenile drug courts are designed and operated consistent with the developmental and rehabilitative needs 
of juveniles. The process includes intensive out-patient drug and alcohol treatment, intensive probation case 
management, compliance monitoring and required family involvement. The objectives of juvenile drug courts 
are to improve an individual’s general functioning by reducing internal and external problems and to increase a 
family’s self-sufficiency and ability to cope with life’s difficulties.

A West Virginia juvenile drug court may either be pre- or post-adjudicatory.  Entry levels into a juvenile 
drug court program include pre-petition diversion; signed, but non-filed petition diversion; filed petition 
pre-adjudication diversion or post-adjudication diversion; and post-disposition intervention. 

The programs are structured in four phases with the last phase being graduation. The minimum program 
length is six months but varies according to an individual youth’s treatment needs.  The average length is about 
eight months. 

 Mental health courts are another type of specially designed court programs that divert non-violent 
criminal offenders from the criminal justice system into treatment. Those in a mental health court have been 
diagnosed with an Axis I mental illness. Offenders undergo a professional mental health evaluation by a licensed 
psychologist before acceptance into the program. 

The program includes a three-step, progressively narrowing protocol involving non-clinical referral and 
screening; clinical diagnostic assessment and screening; and completion of a treatment plan. To be accepted into 
mental health court, offenders must, at a minimum, 

•	Be	charged	with	misdemeanor	and/or	non	violent	felonies	that	do	not	involve	crimes	against
 children or sex crimes;
•	Have	a	serious	mental	illness	with	or	without	other	co-occurring	disorders;
•	Be	stable	enough	to	understand	and	comply	with	the	program	requirements;
•	Pose	no	unacceptable	risk	to	either	the	program	staff	or	the	community;
•	Be	amenable	to	treatment;
•	Have	appropriate	care	available.				

If accepted, participants must attend assigned mental health, and other treatment, and abstain from 
criminal behavior. 

Offenders are closely supervised in the community by a multi-disciplinary treatment team dedicated to 
improving clients’ social functioning and decreasing their contact with the criminal justice system.  Supervision 
may include random drug testing if an offender has a co-occurring substance abuse issue.  

The length of court supervision and regular periodic review continues up to the maximum allowable 
sentence or probation for the charged offense, or until completion of the prescribed treatment plan by the 
offender, if sooner.  The typical participation time in a mental health court is approximately one year.   
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Programs for adults
Northern Panhandle Mental Health Court 

•	Established	in	2003	
•	Serves	Brooke,	Hancock,	Marshall,	Ohio,	Tyler,		
 and Wetzel Counties
•	First	Circuit	Judge	Martin	J.	Gaughan;		 	
 Second Circuit Judge David W. Hummel, Jr.;
 Brooke County  Magistrate Robin Snyder;   
 Marshall County Magistrate David Buzzard;   
 Ohio County Magistrate Charles Murphy; and   
 Hancock County Magistrate William Hicks   
 presiding
•	Diverts	non-violent	criminal	offenders,	who
 have been diagnosed with an AXIS I mental 
 illness, away from the criminal justice system
 and into treatment
•	Only	mental	health	court	in	West	Virginia

Northern Panhandle First Circuit Adult Drug Court 
•	Established	in	2005	
•		Serves	Brooke,	Hancock,	and	Ohio	Counties	
•	First	Circuit	Judge	Martin	J.	Gaughan,	Brooke
 County Magistrate Robin Snyder, Hancock
 County Magistrate William S. Hicks, and Ohio
 County Magistrate Patricia Murphy, presiding
•	A	hybrid	DUI/drug	court	taking	pre-plea,
 post-plea, probation violation, reentry and
 DUI cases 
•	The	National	Criminal	Justice	Association
 recognized the Northern Panhandle Treatment
 Courts by awarding them the national
 “Outstanding Criminal Justice Program Award”
 in August 2010.   

Northern Panhandle First Circuit Reentry Court 
•	Established	in	2009
•		First	Circuit	Judge	Martin	J.	Gaughan,
 presiding
•	Serves	Brooke,	Hancock,	and	Ohio	Counties
•	Prisoners	with	addiction	or	mental	health
 issues are monitored and enrolled in
 out-patient treatment, overseen by parole
 officers.
•	Only	operating	reentry	program	in	West	Virginia	

Northern Panhandle Second Circuit Adult Drug Court 
•	Established	in	2005,	split	from	First	Judicial		 	
 Circuit on September 1, 2009
•		Second	Circuit	Judge	David	W.	Hummel,	Jr.,
 and Marshall County Magistrate David  
 Buzzard, presiding  
•	Serves	Marshall,	Tyler,	and	Wetzel	Counties
•	Hybrid	DUI/drug	court	taking	pre-plea,		 	
 post-plea, probation violation, reentry, and
 DUI cases

West Virginia Problem-Solving Courts in 2010

Southern Regional Adult Drug Court 
•	Established	in	2006
•		Ninth	Circuit	Judges	Omar	Aboulhosn,
 William J. Sadler, and Derek C. Swope, presiding  
•	Serves	McDowell,	Mercer,	Monroe,	Summers		 	
 and Wyoming Counties 
•	Takes	pre-plea,	post-plea,	and	probation
 violation cases 

West Central Regional Drug Court
•	Established	in	2007
•	Fourth	Circuit	Judge	Jeffrey	B.	Reed,	presiding	
•	Serves	Doddridge,	Pleasants,	Ritchie,	Wirt,	and		
 Wood Counties
•	Hybrid	DUI/drug	court	taking	post-plea,		 	
 probation violation, and DUI cases

Southwestern Regional Drug Court 
•	Established	in	2008
•	Twenty-Fifth	Circuit	Judge	William	S.	Thompson		
 and Seventh Circuit Judges Eric H. O’Briant and  
 Roger L. Perry, presiding
•	Serving	Boone	and	Logan	Counties
•	Hybrid	DUI/drug	court	taking	pre-plea,		 	
 post-plea, probation violation, and DUI cases

Southeastern Regional Drug Court 
•	Established	2009	
•	Eleventh	Circuit	Judges	Joseph	C.	Pomponio,	Jr.,		
 and James J. Rowe, presiding 
•	Serving	Greenbrier	and	Pocahontas	Counties
•	Hybrid	DUI/drug	court	taking	pre-plea,		 	
 post-plea, probation violation, and DUI cases

Cabell County Adult Drug Court 
•	Established	in	2009
•	Sixth	Circuit	Judge	Alfred	Ferguson	and
 Cabell Family Court Judge Patricia Keller,   
 presiding 
•	Handles	post-plea	and	probation	violation	cases

Kanawha County Adult Drug Court 
•	Established	2009	
•	Thirteenth	Circuit	Judge	Jennifer	Bailey,		 	
 presiding  
•	Hybrid	DUI/drug	court	taking	pre-adjudication,		
 post-conviction, probation violation,
 and DUI cases

Monongalia County Adult Drug Court 
•		Established	in	2009
•	Seventeenth	Circuit	Judge	Russell	Clawges,	Jr.,		 	
 presiding
•	Handles	post-plea	and	probation	violation	cases
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Preston County Adult Drug Court 
•	Established	in	2009
•	Eighteenth	Circuit	Judge	Lawrance	S.	Miller,	Jr.,		
 presiding
•	Handles	post-plea	and	probation	violation	cases

Programs for juveniles
Cabell County Juvenile Drug Court

•	Established	1999,	ran	for	four	years,		 	 	
 re-established 2007
•	Cabell	Family	Court	Judge	Patricia	A.	Keller,		 	
 presiding 
•	Post-adjudication	diversion,	post-disposition		 	
 intervention      

Wayne County Juvenile Drug Court 
•	Established	in	2007
•	Twenty-Fourth	Circuit	Judge	James	H.	Young,	Jr.,		
 presiding
•	Pre-petition	diversion;	signed,	but	non-filed
 petition diversion; filed petition diversion;   
 post-disposition diversion      

Logan County Juvenile Drug Court 
•	Established	2009
•	Seventh	Circuit	Judge	Eric	H.	O’Briant,	presiding
•	Pre-petition	diversion;	signed,	but	non-filed
 petition diversion; filed petition
 pre-adjudication diversion and
 post-adjudication diversion; post-disposition
 intervention      

Mercer County Juvenile Drug Court 
•	Established	2009
•	Mercer	Family	Court	Judge	Mary	E.	Griffith,		 	
 presiding
•	Post-adjudication	diversion						

Boone/Lincoln Juvenile Drug Court
•	Established	in	2010
•	Twenty-Fifth	Circuit	Judge	William	S.	Thompson		
 and Boone/Lincoln Family Court Judge Scott E.  
 Elswick, presiding
•	Pre-petition	diversion;	signed,	but	non-filed
 petition diversion; filed petition
 pre-adjudication diversion and
 post-adjudication diversion; post-disposition
 intervention       

Brooke/Hancock Juvenile Drug Court
•	Established	in	2010	
•	First	Circuit	Judge	Martin	J.	Gaughan,
 presiding
•	Pre-petition	diversion;	signed,	but	non-filed
 petition diversion; filed petition
 pre-adjudication diversion and
 post-adjudication diversion; post-disposition
 intervention      

Monongalia County Juvenile Drug Court 
•	Established	in	2010	
•	Seventeenth	Circuit	Judge	Phillip	D.	Gaujot,		 	
 presiding
•	Pre-petition	diversion;	signed,	but	non-filed		 	
 petition diversion; filed petition pre-adjudication  
 diversion and post-adjudication diversion;   
 post-disposition intervention       

Putnam County Juvenile Drug Court
•	Established	in	2010	
•	Twenty-Ninth	Circuit	Judge	Phillip	M.	Stowers,		
 presiding
•	Pre-petition	diversion;	signed,	but	non-filed		 	
 petition diversion; filed petition pre-adjudication  
 diversion and post-adjudication diversion;   
 post-disposition intervention      

Randolph County Juvenile Drug Court
•	Established	in	2010	
•	Twentieth	Circuit	Judge	Jaymie	Godwin	Wilfong,		
 presiding
•	Pre-petition	diversion;	signed,	but	non-filed		 	
 petition diversion; filed petition pre-adjudication  
 diversion and post-adjudication diversion;   
 post-disposition diversion     

Wood County Juvenile Drug Court 
•	Established	in	2010	
•	Wood	Family	Court	Judge	C.	Darren	Tallman,		
 presiding
•	Post-adjudication	diversion;	post-disposition
 intervention      
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Every time a defendant pays court costs on criminal violations in West Virginia, a portion goes to 
a Court Security Fund, managed by the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia and the West 
Virginia Division of Criminal Justice Services through the Court Security Board. The Board, by 

statute, is chaired by the Supreme Court’s Administrative Director. For violations in magistrate court, 
the amount of court costs dedicated to the fund is five dollars. A substantial amount of money is thereby 
created which pays for crucial security needs in county after county. 

In 2010, $970,000 in grants was given to twenty-six county commissions for the purpose of enhancing 
the security of county court facilities and to the Supreme Court for training court bailiffs. Grant funds vary 
each year.

The following awards were made in 2010:

Court Security

Barbour County Commission .......................................................................................................... $  36,869

Braxton County Commission .............................................................................................................  20,000

Cabell County Commission................................................................................................................  40,000

Calhoun County Commission ............................................................................................................  4,400

Doddridge County Commission .........................................................................................................  38,000

Gilmer County Commission ...............................................................................................................  25,000

Greenbrier County Commission ........................................................................................................  98,131

Hampshire County Commission ........................................................................................................  1,764

Hardy County Commission ................................................................................................................  11,160

Harrison County Commission ............................................................................................................  52,000

Jackson County Commission .............................................................................................................  14,458

Kanawha County Commission...........................................................................................................  26,946

Lewis County Commission ................................................................................................................  24,756

Lincoln County Commission ..............................................................................................................  71,782

Logan County Commission................................................................................................................  95,477

Marion County Commission ..............................................................................................................  26,559

Mercer County Commission ..............................................................................................................  71,800

Mingo County Commission ...............................................................................................................  15,220

Preston County Commission .............................................................................................................  51,185

Putnam County Commission .............................................................................................................  10,000

Roane County Commission ...............................................................................................................  10,300

Taylor County Commission ................................................................................................................  2,500

Tucker County Commission ...............................................................................................................  12,689

Webster County Commission ............................................................................................................  40,568

Wirt County Commission ..................................................................................................................  24,850

Wyoming County Commission  .........................................................................................................  22,500

Supreme Court of Appeals ................................................................................................................  121,086

Total .......................................................................................................................$ 970,000
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Network Infrastructure
The Court continues to improve the judicial system network by leveraging cost-saving plans and deploying 

new technology in key areas. In late 2010, there began to be an increasing need for wireless access in service 
locations. The division developed a wireless plan with a thirteen-month deployment. When complete, the access 
points will allow Court-provided and approved wireless-ready devices to have network access from most areas 
served by the Division of Technology, including routing services to all county courthouses and other court 
locations.

Intranet and Microsoft Office 2010
 In the fall of 2010, the Division of Technology created an Intranet site to replace an outdated site used 

by court employees. The Intranet pulls all tools for court employees into one area, including forms, directories, 
schedules, and conference planning materials. At the end of 2010, the site was being rolled out to employees in 
groups at training sessions.

The Technology Division also began the process of switching all court employees statewide to the same 
Microsoft operating system, Microsoft Office 2010. 

Jury Management System
 An ongoing project into 2011 will be a new jury database. Negotiations have started to create a jury 

management system, due for release in late 2011. The management system will be a centralized database 
maintained by the Administrative Office and will track how juries are selected and paid throughout the state.

Mental Hygiene and Treatment Court Databases
In January 2010, the first records of persons involuntarily committed in West Virginia for treatment of a 

mental illness were sent to the federal National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) database.  
The records began being captured in June 2009 by the state’s Central State Mental Health Registry, which a state 
law requires to be maintained by the Administrator of the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals. 

The safety of West Virginians and all U.S. citizens is enhanced by these databases, which list names of 
those prohibited by law from possessing, buying, or receiving firearms, because they are used for background 
checks during firearm purchases.  The Central State Mental Health Registry may also be used for purposes of 
background checks for eligibility for a state license or permit to carry a concealed firearm.  Upon background 
check at a seller location, persons listed on the Central State Mental Health Registry or NICS are denied the right 
to purchase firearms. 

Reporting of persons involuntarily committed for treatment of a mental illness to the Central State Mental 
Health Registry and NICS is the first step in a unique, cutting-edge electronic reporting system developed by 
the Court’s Division of Technology Services and Division of Mental Hygiene and Treatment Court Services, in 
consultation with a multidisciplinary committee. 

In 2010, reporting of persons determined by courts in adult guardianship and conservatorship cases to 
be unable to handle their own affairs due to mental illness was also captured for the first time.   The system 
was next modified for use in West Virginia Magistrate Courts and is scheduled for release there and in Circuit 
Courts in 2011.  Still to come is development and creation of reporting for persons found to be incompetent to 
stand trial due to mental illness or insanity and those found not guilty in a criminal proceeding by reason of 
mental illness or insanity.  

Also in 2010, a Drug Court Database was partially implemented in all adult drug, mental health, and 
re-entry courts, with continued implementation expected into 2011.  The database tracks individuals assigned 
to these problem-solving courts and captures aspects of drug, mental health, and re-entry court requirements.  
The database was developed by the Court’s Division of Technology Services and Division of Mental Hygiene and 
Treatment Court Services, with the assistance of drug court staff in the field. 
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Mental Hygiene System

Mental hygiene commissioners are lawyers who are appointed to preside over hearings on involuntary 
hospitalization, guardianship, and conservatorship.  The number of mental hygiene commissioners varies 
per county depending upon need, but there is at least one in each of West Virginia’s thirty-one circuits.  

In 2010, 7,913 mental hygiene petitions were filed in West Virginia’s circuit courts and magistrate courts.  That 
compares to 8,164 in 2009; 8,109 in 2008; 6,549 in 2007; 8,877 in 2006; 7,773 in 2005; 7,878 in 2004; 7,950 in 2003; 7,026 
in 2002; 6,141 in 2001; and 5,553 in 2000.

Mental hygiene commissioners are appointed by circuit judges and each has the full faith and support of his or 
her individual appointing judicial officer.  In several West Virginia counties, magistrates assist with portions of mental 
hygiene work.  Special training is available when they do that job. 

All mental hygiene commissioners meet annually at an education conference sponsored by the Supreme Court of 
Appeals of West Virginia. There they learn the latest changes in state and federal laws, procedures, and protocols.  

The Supreme Court Administrative Office met the December 31, 2009, federal deadline in the National Instant 
Criminal Background Check System Improvement Act, by making a good faith effort to have a West Virginia Mental 
Health Registry capable of reporting to NICS, a branch of the FBI’s National Crime Information Computer. The federal 
act requires each state to provide the Bureau of Justice Statistics with information on the number of records they may 
hold that might disqualify an individual from obtaining or possessing firearms, including records on mental health 
disqualifiers.

The West Virginia Supreme Court Administrative Office began developing a computerized system to automate 
reporting of individuals prohibited by state and federal laws from purchasing or possessing firearms shortly after the 
federal act was passed in 2007. The federal law and West Virginia’s Central Mental Health Registry law went into effect 
in 2008. The Court’s Division of Technology Services, with the help of a multi-disciplinary team led by Linda Artimez, 
Director of the Court’s Division of Mental Hygiene and Treatment Court Services, created an automated electronic 
reporting system. 

Mental hygiene commissioners fill out registry forms as they adjudicate those who come before them in hearings.  
The state mental health registry requires the person’s name, date of birth, date of commitment, and address at the time 
of commitment.  The NICS Index also requires the person’s gender.  West Virginia, in addition, provides natural eye 
color, race, place of birth, and height to assist in FBI identification. Such information is uploaded every seventy-two 
business hours by the mental hygiene commissioner. 

Mental hygiene commissioners began reporting appropriate involuntary commitment cases in June 2009 
and began reporting adult guardian and conservator cases in 2010. Designated magistrates are to begin reporting 
involuntary commitment cases under their jurisdiction in 2011. A designated magistrate is a magistrate whom a chief 
circuit judge has “designated” to handle all or part of probable cause involuntary hospitalization cases.

The West Virginia reporting system is still under development to include persons found incompetent to stand trial 
by reason of mental illness and those found not guilty in a criminal proceeding by reason of mental illness. Ongoing 
work will next address those areas.

The West Virginia court system’s work on the project was funded by two grants from the National Criminal 
History Improvement Program. 

The multi-disciplinary team members who worked on the development of the West Virginia Mental Health 
registry included several Mental Hygiene Commissioners, including Gary Sacco, Shawn Bayliss, Christopher Dean, 
and the late Lloyd W. Spring III; Deanna Elder of the U.S. Department of Justice; Sherre Baker and William Finch of 
the FBI; Raleigh County Magistrate Mary Jennings; Elliott Birckhead, Director of the Division of Adult Mental Health 
for the West Virginia Office of Behavioral Health Services; Terry Small and Charles Dunn, retired, of the West Virginia 
Department of Health and Human Resources; Capt. Michael Corsaro, Sgt. Jeff E. Skidmore, Debbie Beckner, James 
Cochran, Sherry Lawson, Shirley Schneider, and Sgt. Jeff E. Skidmore of the West Virginia State Police; Rudi Raynes of 
the West Virginia Sheriff’s Association; Chief Deputy Mike Rutherford of the Kanawha County Sheriff’s Department; 
Richard Kiley, Executive Director of the Appalachian Community Health Center; and Associate Deputy Director 
Leslie Boggess, Bonnie Beavers and Jason Metzger of the West Virginia Division of Justice and Community Services. 
Beginning in 2011 a representative from the prosecuting attorney’s association will also be joining the team. 

Many people in the Supreme Court Administrative Office also worked on the committee. Those included Ms. 
Artimez; Family Court Division Director Lisa Tackett; Magistrate Court Division Director Janie Moore; Court 
Services Division Director Angie Saunders; Scott Harvey and Pat Tillery, Director and Deputy Director of the Division 
of Technical Services; and Caroline Stoker, Monongalia County Magistrate Court Clerk and Supreme Court Computer 
Field Coordinator. 



































1Funded by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, 0901WVSCIT State Court 
Improvement  Program Training Grant
2Special Fund
3Limited court funding
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February 12 ......................................... New Leave Record Keepers Teleconference 

February 19 ......................................... Experienced Leave Record Keepers Teleconference 

March 18  ............................................. In-House Continuing Education Program for Supreme Court Legal Staff,
  Charleston

March 25-26 ........................................ Court Improvement Board: Judicial Roundtable VI, Charleston1   

April 13-15........................................... Family Court Staff, Charleston

April 19-23 .......................................... New Sex Offender Intensive Supervision Officer Training, Clarksburg

April 30  ............................................... Judges and Journalists Regional Meeting, Martinsburg

May 5-6 ................................................ Family Court Judges Conference, Charleston 

May 17  ................................................. Proposed Revisions to the Rules of Appellate Procedure, Charleston

May 18  ................................................. Proposed Revisions to the Rules of Appellate Procedure, Wheeling

May 19  ................................................. Proposed Revisions to the Rules of Appellate Procedure, Fayetteville

May 20  ................................................ Proposed Revisions to the Rules of Appellate Procedure, Parkersburg

May 21  ................................................. Proposed Revisions to the Rules of Appellate Procedure, Buckhannon

May 24  ................................................ Proposed Revisions to the Rules of Appellate Procedure, Logan

May 25 ................................................. Proposed Revisions to the Rules of Appellate Procedure, Morgantown

May 26  ................................................ Proposed Revisions to the Rules of Appellate Procedure, Moorefield

May 27  ................................................. Proposed Revisions to the Rules of Appellate Procedure, Martinsburg

June ...................................................... Conservatorship and Guardianship Training put online

June 3  .................................................. Proposed Revisions to the Rules of Appellate Procedure, Huntington

June 9 ................................................... New Mental Hygiene Commissioners Training, Charleston

June 10-11   .......................................... All Mental Hygiene Commissioners Training, Charleston

June 11.................................................. Juvenile Drug Court Training, Charleston 

June 15-18  ........................................... Judicial Conference, Roanoke

June 21-22 ............................................ Court Improvement Board Cross-Training I, Davis1 

June 24-25 ............................................ Court Improvement Board Cross-Training II, Martinsburg1   

July 12-13  ............................................ Court Improvement Board Cross-Training III, Huntington1

July 20-21  ............................................ Family Court Mediators and Parent Educators, Charleston2   

August .................................................. Magistrates Legislative Update put online

August 10-13  ...................................... Circuit Clerks Conference, Davis3  

August 16 ............................................. Supreme Court In-House Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation Training,
  Charleston 

August 25-27 ....................................... All Law Clerks Training, Charleston

Court Conferences
The Supreme Court sponsored the following conferences in 2010:
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August 26-27 ....................................... New Circuit Court Law Clerks Training, Charleston

August 29-31  ...................................... Joint Sex Offender Intensive Supervision Officer and Federal Probation
   Officer Training, Charleston

September 2 ......................................... West Virginia Board of Law Examiners Character Committee Workshop,
  Charleston 

September 16-17 ................................. Juvenile Drug Court Technical Assistance Training, Dunbar4  

September 21-23 ................................. Magistrates Conference I, Charleston

September 28-30 ................................. Magistrates Conference II, Charleston 

October 5-7 ......................................... Bailiffs Conference, Shepherdstown5   

October 5-7 ......................................... Circuit Court Reporters Conference, Shepherdstown

October 5-8 ......................................... Judicial Conference, Martinsburg

October 12-15 ..................................... Family Court Judges Conference, Charleston6  

October 18-19 ..................................... New Probation Officers Conference, Charleston 

October 19-22 ..................................... All Probation Officers Conference, Charleston 

October 29 ........................................... Statewide Networking for Juvenile Drug Court Coordinators, Beckley

November 3 ......................................... Abuse and Neglect Database Training for Circuit Court Staff I, Charleston7   

November 4  ........................................ Abuse and Neglect Database Training for Circuit Court Staff II,
  Morgantown7 

November 23 ....................................... Adult Drug Court Database Training, Parkersburg8 

November 24  ...................................... Adult Drug Court Database Training, Wellsburg8 

November 29 ....................................... Adult Drug Court Database Training, Princeton8

November 30 ....................................... Adult Drug Court Database Training, Moundsville8 

December 1  ........................................ Adult Drug Court Database Training, Morgantown8

December 1  ........................................ Adult Drug Court Database Training, Huntington8

December 2  ........................................ Abuse and Neglect Database Training for Circuit Court Staff, Make-Up
  Session, Charleston7

December 3  ........................................ Adult Drug Court Database Training, Logan8

December 6  ........................................ Adult Drug Court Database Training, Lewisburg8

December 7  ........................................ Adult Drug Court Database Training, Kingwood8

December 7-10  ................................... New Circuit Clerks Conference, Charleston 

December 10  ...................................... Adult Drug Court Database Training, Charleston8

4Funded by the West Virginia Division of Justice and Community Services 10P-JDC-01 Perdue Pharma Asset Forfeiture Fund
5Funded by the West Virginia Division of Justice and Community Services 10-CS-26 Court Security Fund
6Funded by the U.S. Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women 2007-WE-AX-0010 Grants to Encourage Arrest Policies and  
 Enforcement of Protection Orders Program
7Funded by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children,  
 Youth and Families 0901WVSCID State Court Improvement Data Sharing Program Grant 
8Funded by the West Virginia Division of Justice and Community Services 08P-DCE-01 Perdue Pharma Asset Forfeiture Fund
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1st Judicial Circuit
Martin J. Gaughan
James P. Mazzone
Arthur M. Recht
Ronald E. Wilson

2nd Judicial Circuit
David W. Hummel, Jr. 

Mark A. Karl

3rd Judicial Circuit
Robert L. Holland, Jr.

(Died September 20, 2010)

Timothy Sweeney
(Took office December 30, 2010)

4th Judicial Circuit
J. D. Beane

Jeffrey B. Reed
Robert A. Waters

5th Judicial Circuit
Thomas C. Evans, III

David W. Nibert

6th Judicial Circuit
Alfred E. Ferguson

F. Jane Hustead
Dan P. O’Hanlon

(Retired October 31, 2010)

David M. Pancake

7th Judicial Circuit
Eric H. O’Briant
Roger L. Perry

8th Judicial Circuit
Rudolph J. Murensky, II

Booker T. Stephens

9th Judicial Circuit
Omar J. Aboulhosn 
William J. Sadler
Derek C. Swope

10th Judicial Circuit
Robert A. Burnside, Jr.

John A. Hutchison
H. L. Kirkpatrick III

11th Judicial Circuit
Joseph C. Pomponio, Jr. 

James J. Rowe

12th Judicial Circuit
Paul M. Blake, Jr.

John W. Hatcher, Jr.

13th Judicial Circuit
Jennifer Bailey

Louis H. “Duke” Bloom
Tod J. Kaufman
Charles E. King
James C. Stucky

Carrie L. Webster 
Paul Zakaib Jr.

14th Judicial Circuit
Jack Alsop

Richard A. Facemire

15th Judicial Circuit
Thomas A. Bedell
J. Lewis Marks, Jr.
James A. Matish

16th Judicial Circuit
Fred L. Fox, II

(Retired November 30, 2010)

David R. Janes

17th Judicial Circuit
Russell M. Clawges, Jr.

Phillip D. Gaujot
Susan B. Tucker

18th Judicial Circuit
Lawrance S. Miller, Jr.

19th Judicial Circuit
Alan D. Moats

20th Judicial Circuit
Jaymie Godwin Wilfong 

21st Judicial Circuit
Philip B. Jordan
Lynn A. Nelson

22nd Judicial Circuit
Donald H. Cookman

Jerry D. Moore 
(Last day December 14, 2010)

Charles E. Parsons
(Took office December 15, 2010)

 
23rd Judicial Circuit

Gina M. Groh
David H. Sanders
Gray Silver, III

Christopher C. Wilkes
John Yoder 

24th Judicial Circuit
Darrell Pratt

James H. Young, Jr.

25th Judicial Circuit
Jay M. Hoke

William S. Thompson

26th Judicial Circuit
Thomas H. Keadle

27th Judicial Circuit
Warren R. McGraw

28th Judicial Circuit
Gary L. Johnson

29th Judicial Circuit
O. C. Spaulding

Phillip M. Stowers

30th Judicial Circuit
Michael Thornsbury

31st Judicial Circuit
Robert A. Irons





Notes: (1) Mass Litigation filings handled by the Mass Litigation Panel are not included in 2010 filing totals. Please refer to 
the mass litigation section of this report for statistical information on mass litigation cases. (2) Due to personnel turnover and 
technical issues,  data for McDowell County Circuit Court is unavailable for 2009. (3) The decrease in total filings in 2002 is 
attributed to the creation of new Family Courts in January 2002. Before 2002, the family law master system caseload appeared on 
the Circuit Court caseload. Please refer to the Family Court County Filings. (4) In 2003, the total Circuit Court caseload included 
Family Court appeals.

County 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001

Barbour 277 252 353 306 308 202 213 209 251 410

Berkeley 2,336 2,329 2,851 2,715 2,526 2,514 2,112 1,927 1,725 2,676

Boone 999 977 942 824 750 531 656 731 551 1,261

Braxton 271 290 303 321 326 342 279 279 253 462

Brooke 472 519 533 600 751 597 606 983 575 1,520

Cabell 3,755 3,933 4,038 3,897 3,859 3,915 3,867 3,803 3,628 5,229

Calhoun 165 154 127 136 128 139 130 109 96 220

Clay 297 193 228 242 182 296 263 226 209 369

Doddridge 147 147 168 137 132 146 151 121 114 182

Fayette 823 840 887 947 915 878 848 775 815 1,349

Gilmer 125 140 157 147 131 142 83 111 56 135

Grant 278 253 225 224 265 200 222 243 140 315

Greenbrier 825 795 801 881 903 964 948 917 751 1,319

Hampshire 367 353 420 471 464 477 369 344 334 572

Hancock 684 740 573 680 683 688 684 713 710 947

Hardy 207 269 244 292 286 286 321 243 229 390

Harrison 1,567 1,674 1,859 1,816 1,614 1,602 1,623 1,545 1,757 2,379

Jackson 540 487 472 469 437 393 397 395 337 726

Jefferson 1,020 1,082 1,050 972 936 884 926 925 834 1,315

Kanawha 7,529 6,989 6,354 5,358 4,806 4,586 5,634 6,448 6,687 9,460

Lewis 646 738 702 815 729 777 693 670 657 916

Lincoln 630 625 706 669 636 685 694 630 625 613

Logan 1,224 1,025 1,144 1,260 1,389 1,402 1,415 1,312 1,274 2,119

Marion 1,526 1,584 1,452 1,487 1,432 1,451 1,431 1,276 1,431 1,740

Marshall 835 968 974 1,025 972 880 874 946 905 1,227

Mason 658 539 1,154 632 605 671 663 2,408 342 1,034

McDowell 503 -- 642 712 705 746 641 719 735 1,242

Mercer 1,970 2,045 2,238 2,441 2,662 2,413 2,305 2,201 2,040 2,918

Mineral 649 703 629 673 535 294 404 544 327 711

Mingo 1,006 1,218 1,113 1,008 1,048 1,060 850 831 603 1,522

Monongalia 1,937 2,010 1,996 1,828 1,896 1,726 1,672 1,837 1,737 2,307

Monroe 210 226 233 277 212 186 225 163 150 372

Morgan 368 399 364 424 356 346 319 407 280 498

Nicholas 690 768 720 773 713 721 644 620 658 1,043

Ohio 1,402 1,294 1,609 1,443 1,371 1,577 1,358 1,343 1,029 1,498

Pendleton 97 108 111 89 116 121 116 133 132 172

Pleasants 136 154 139 151 275 244 228 259 279 187

Pocahontas 220 237 241 238 221 232 257 237 235 348

Preston 662 661 688 714 663 650 608 481 565 848

Putnam 1,076 1,163 967 1,096 1,062 1,196 1,205 1,057 1,113 1,941

Raleigh 2,436 2,383 2,321 2,389 2,583 2,496 2,621 1,632 2,244 3,255

Randolph 513 661 692 822 775 748 747 705 729 1,085

Ritchie 214 213 187 239 185 232 184 177 149 275

Roane 288 293 316 327 373 328 256 263 240 414

Summers 275 250 299 341 257 320 292 301 289 459

Taylor 366 365 439 490 511 503 429 486 393 536

Tucker 124 136 136 200 125 177 141 115 141 215

Tyler 156 165 177 191 178 152 182 160 140 243

Upshur 466 478 483 481 466 429 461 455 423 761

Wayne 966 1,015 1,144 1,358 1,117 1,112 985 1,036 1,033 1,554

Webster 237 188 200 216 183 192 226 171 148 294

Wetzel 406 450 451 454 392 1,793 380 387 345 515

Wirt 94 82 92 106 92 67 157 107 104 144

Wood 2,074 2,156 2,170 2,230 2,133 2,186 2,263 2,038 2,036 2,916

Wyoming 534 607 585 555 628 640 632 618 587 919

Total 48,278 48,323 50,099 49,589 47,998 48,535 46,890 47,772 44,170 68,077

Notes: (1) Mass Litigation filings handled by the Mass Litigation Panel are not included in 2010 filing totals. Please refer to the mass 

litigation section of this report for statistical information on mass litigation cases. (2) Due to personnel turnover and technical issues data for 

McDowell County Circuit Court is unavailable for 2009. (3) The decrease in total filings in 2002 is attributed to the creation of new Family 

Courts in January 2002. Before 2002, the family law master system caseload appeared on the Circuit Court caseload. Please refer to Page 

___ for the Family Court caseload. (4) In 2003, the total Circuit Court caseload included Family Court appeals. (5) McDowell County Circuit 

Court Data is unavailable for 2009 due to personnel turnover and technical issues.
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Circuit Court County Filings
Calendar Year 2001-2010



County Total Admin. 

Agency 

Appeals

Adoption Divorce General Civil

Barbour 150 0 17 0 100

Berkeley 1,595 9 73 0 1,058

Boone 541 0 23 0 290

Braxton 128 3 11 0 65

Brooke 269 1 10 0 170

Cabell 2,589 5 44 0 924

Calhoun 81 0 8 0 30

Clay 138 0 10 0 61

Doddridge 101 1 3 0 45

Fayette 489 3 33 0 334

Gilmer 106 0 1 0 35

Grant 184 0 4 0 106

Greenbrier 474 6 18 0 272

Hampshire 261 0 14 0 175

Hancock 355 1 8 0 224

Hardy 132 0 4 0 101

Harrison 928 4 20 1 587

Jackson 312 6 20 1 185

Jefferson 701 0 29 0 575

Kanawha 4,974 190 80 0 2,210

Lewis 533 1 7 0 108

Lincoln 320 2 16 0 142

Logan 627 5 42 1 360

Marion 938 8 23 0 461

Marshall 549 1 13 57 226

Mason 409 0 10 0 157

McDowell 314 1 20 0 236

Mercer 1,099 10 47 0 646

Mineral 207 0 12 0 123

Mingo 476 1 22 0 383

Monongalia 1,524 11 30 0 893

Monroe 128 0 6 0 88

Morgan 209 2 13 0 127

Nicholas 373 10 16 0 196

Ohio 1,133 10 13 0 455

Pendleton 57 0 10 0 31

Pleasants 77 0 5 0 33

Pocahontas 129 0 2 0 68

Preston 381 4 22 0 272

Putnam 696 12 45 0 427

Raleigh 1,619 29 47 119 1,121

Randolph 321 0 10 0 217

Ritchie 130 0 7 0 81

Roane 160 0 14 0 70

Summers 122 1 6 0 66

Taylor 200 5 11 0 93

Tucker 91 0 1 0 71

Tyler 84 0 7 2 39

Upshur 234 1 12 2 136

Wayne 524 8 50 0 276

Webster 105 1 10 0 48

Wetzel 274 0 5 7 104

Wirt 54 0 2 0 26

Wood 1,555 10 52 0 580

Wyoming 276 1 31 0 218

Total 30,436 363 1,069 190 16,125
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2010 Circuit Court Civil Case Filings



County Guardianship Magistrate 

Appeals

Mental Health Other Civil 

Cases

Other 

Domestic 

Relations

Barbour 8 3 13 9 0

Berkeley 41 40 179 195 0

Boone 15 10 89 100 14

Braxton 8 0 18 23 0

Brooke 4 2 57 25 0

Cabell 51 65 1,317 183 0

Calhoun 3 7 22 11 0

Clay 19 2 19 20 7

Doddridge 1 3 18 30 0

Fayette 16 7 43 53 0

Gilmer 7 1 5 57 0

Grant 7 9 14 43 1

Greenbrier 18 4 117 39 0

Hampshire 16 8 20 28 0

Hancock 10 1 38 73 0

Hardy 5 2 17 3 0

Harrison 19 16 221 60 0

Jackson 18 10 34 33 5

Jefferson 12 1 84 0 0

Kanawha 112 147 1,654 580 1

Lewis 10 5 364 38 0

Lincoln 12 13 89 46 0

Logan 16 12 172 15 4

Marion 26 20 289 111 0

Marshall 16 21 153 62 0

Mason 9 0 142 91 0

McDowell 8 5 44 0 0

Mercer 44 26 128 198 0

Mineral 20 4 19 29 0

Mingo 8 0 39 23 0

Monongalia 22 34 243 291 0

Monroe 8 4 5 16 1

Morgan 2 3 13 49 0

Nicholas 15 11 70 55 0

Ohio 14 20 413 208 0

Pendleton 4 0 4 5 3

Pleasants 3 2 5 29 0

Pocahontas 5 1 35 18 0

Preston 10 6 43 22 2

Putnam 19 3 166 20 4

Raleigh 28 5 224 28 18

Randolph 10 6 26 52 0

Ritchie 4 3 12 23 0

Roane 8 4 46 18 0

Summers 6 1 12 27 3

Taylor 6 5 49 31 0

Tucker 4 0 6 9 0

Tyler 4 1 19 11 1

Upshur 12 4 18 49 0

Wayne 19 5 87 79 0

Webster 10 0 5 31 0

Wetzel 3 0 146 8 1

Wirt 5 2 8 11 0

Wood 30 22 678 183 0

Wyoming 9 0 12 5 0

Total 819 586 7,763 3,456 65
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County Total Felony Magistrate 

Appeals

Misdemeanor Other Criminal 

Cases

Barbour 53 44 2 2 5

Berkeley 339 188 151 0 0

Boone 159 126 3 29 1

Braxton 85 51 1 1 32

Brooke 130 100 0 4 26

Cabell 614 392 8 29 185

Calhoun 19 18 0 1 0

Clay 36 34 1 1 0

Doddridge 23 21 0 2 0

Fayette 219 176 14 4 25

Gilmer 18 17 0 1 0

Grant 64 52 7 5 0

Greenbrier 181 136 6 14 25

Hampshire 82 36 7 2 37

Hancock 223 152 1 5 65

Hardy 45 30 0 0 15

Harrison 297 197 8 33 59

Jackson 155 142 5 8 0

Jefferson 207 169 6 32 0

Kanawha 2,019 1,178 13 298 530

Lewis 83 82 1 0 0

Lincoln 117 39 2 0 76

Logan 291 193 2 68 28

Marion 341 249 52 38 2

Marshall 74 61 8 5 0

Mason 131 114 1 7 9

McDowell 99 99 0 0 0

Mercer 589 384 16 21 168

Mineral 283 170 13 14 86

Mingo 411 153 0 8 250

Monongalia 322 272 7 22 21

Monroe 46 41 2 3 0

Morgan 100 84 1 3 12

Nicholas 135 83 0 0 52

Ohio 145 135 1 0 9

Pendleton 20 16 4 0 0

Pleasants 34 27 4 3 0

Pocahontas 52 28 5 4 15

Preston 202 88 2 10 102

Putnam 280 144 22 14 100

Raleigh 384 299 10 75 0

Randolph 107 66 11 6 24

Ritchie 44 35 2 6 1

Roane 80 70 3 7 0

Summers 104 99 1 4 0

Taylor 107 70 2 12 23

Tucker 13 9 0 3 1

Tyler 46 30 2 5 9

Upshur 142 106 0 23 13

Wayne 169 148 2 11 8

Webster 52 51 0 1 0

Wetzel 71 63 1 7 0

Wirt 24 20 4 0 0

Wood 289 265 16 7 1

Wyoming 151 138 0 13 0

Total 10,506 7,190 430 871 2,015
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County Total Child Abuse   

and Neglect

Delinquency Status Offense

Barbour 74 11 22 41

Berkeley 402 109 192 101

Boone 299 111 165 23

Braxton 58 37 14 7

Brooke 73 22 48 3

Cabell 552 115 377 60

Calhoun 65 38 3 24

Clay 123 110 8 5

Doddridge 23 14 5 4

Fayette 115 69 31 15

Gilmer 1 1 0 0

Grant 30 22 6 2

Greenbrier 170 51 52 67

Hampshire 24 13 10 1

Hancock 106 42 64 0

Hardy 30 13 12 5

Harrison 342 92 163 87

Jackson 73 27 44 2

Jefferson 112 29 81 2

Kanawha 536 242 197 97

Lewis 30 18 11 1

Lincoln 193 19 58 116

Logan 306 91 47 168

Marion 247 95 103 49

Marshall 212 22 103 87

Mason 118 27 39 52

McDowell 90 33 42 15

Mercer 282 153 97 32

Mineral 159 36 88 35

Mingo 119 50 13 56

Monongalia 91 36 27 28

Monroe 36 16 13 7

Morgan 59 8 35 16

Nicholas 182 80 51 51

Ohio 124 49 57 18

Pendleton 20 4 15 1

Pleasants 25 6 17 2

Pocahontas 39 28 8 3

Preston 79 37 21 21

Putnam 100 17 18 65

Raleigh 433 166 176 91

Randolph 85 32 28 25

Ritchie 40 33 7 0

Roane 48 27 19 2

Summers 49 26 18 5

Taylor 59 12 18 29

Tucker 20 2 15 3

Tyler 26 13 11 2

Upshur 90 38 43 9

Wayne 273 82 98 93

Webster 80 64 16 0

Wetzel 61 14 37 10

Wirt 16 7 6 3

Wood 230 110 52 68

Wyoming 107 53 29 25

Total 7,336 2,672 2,930 1,734
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Family Courts

Before 2001, West Virginia had thirty-three family law masters who served twenty-four family court 
circuits. Family law masters were special commissioners the governor appointed to hear family 
court cases and to issue recommended orders to circuit courts. A constitutional amendment 

approved by voters in November 2000 elevated family courts to a separate court system with thirty-five 
judges in twenty-six circuits. 

 The governor appointed the first family court judges to one-year terms. They then stood for election in 
partisan races in 2002 and took office for initial six-year terms in January 2003. Subsequent terms beginning 
January 1, 2009, are for eight years, the same as terms of circuit judges. In 2007 the Legislature added ten family 
court judges, one additional family court circuit, and restructured nine circuits to balance caseloads statewide. 
The new judges were elected on November 4, 2008, and began their eight-year terms on January 1, 2009. 

 Family court judges have authority to 
make final decisions in family court cases. 
Circuit courts hear appeals of family court 
decisions unless both parties agree to appeal 
divorce and other domestic relations decisions 
directly to the Supreme Court of Appeals. 

 Family courts have jurisdiction over 
divorce, annulment, separate maintenance, 
paternity, grandparent visitation, name 
change, infant guardianship, child custody, 
and family support proceedings, except those 
incidental to child abuse and neglect. Family 
court judges also hold final hearings in civil 
domestic violence protective order proceedings 
and may perform marriages. 

 In 2010, there were 36,812 new cases 
filed in family courts in West Virginia. Of those, 14,880 were domestic violence, 12,541 were divorces, and 9,391 
were other domestic relations. There also were 13,529 modification and contempt proceedings in cases reopened 
during the year, which were not counted as new cases filed. Those proceedings accounted for 26.87 percent of 
the family court judges’ statewide workload.

  Family court judges can refer parents to mediation and parent education and refer children for guardian 
ad litem services. The Supreme Court does not charge families who cannot afford to pay for these services. 

 Guardians ad litem must be attorneys. They conduct investigations to help family court judges make 
decisions in the best interest of the people the guardians represent. Family court judges can appoint guardians 
ad litem on behalf of children, incarcerated persons, and people who have been adjudicated incompetent who 
are involved in family court disputes. 

 Family court judges require all parents to attend mediation sessions if they cannot otherwise resolve 
parenting issues or agree to a parenting plan. Parents first go to individual pre-mediation screening sessions 
with a trained family case coordinator to determine if they are candidates for mediation. About twenty percent 
of parents are not candidates for mediation for various reasons.

 If parents go to mediation, they must attend a mediation session with a Supreme Court-approved family 
court mediator who helps them draft a parenting plan to present to a family court judge. 

 Along with mediation, family court judges order parents who are divorcing to attend a one-time, 
mandatory parent education class. Classes are offered in every West Virginia county.  Adults learn about 
preparing a parenting plan, mediation, and the effects of family dissolution and domestic violence on children. 
The class teaches parents how to minimize the negative effects of divorce and family dissolution on children. 

2010 Family Court Caseload
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County Total Filings Divorce Domestic 

Violence

Other Domestic 

Relations

Total Contempt Modification

Barbour 317 110 142 65 120 38 82

Berkeley 1,744 622 619 503 682 254 428

Boone 592 211 201 180 414 125 289

Braxton 257 92 97 68 75 17 58

Brooke 348 122 124 102 42 15 27

Cabell 2,427 705 1,236 486 918 328 590

Calhoun 138 67 43 28 43 13 30

Clay 241 96 106 39 125 45 80

Doddridge 108 42 42 24 34 11 23

Fayette 960 363 392 205 401 143 258

Gilmer 124 44 54 26 36 11 25

Grant 204 68 74 62 89 19 70

Greenbrier 723 250 284 189 262 148 114

Hampshire 322 132 75 115 133 47 86

Hancock 547 168 189 190 75 35 40

Hardy 210 87 63 60 80 31 49

Harrison 1,267 393 573 301 308 136 172

Jackson 633 241 229 163 261 85 176

Jefferson 790 271 294 225 280 108 172

Kanawha 4,397 1,326 1,872 1,199 1,992 836 1,156

Lewis 291 142 67 82 68 18 50

Lincoln 476 161 195 120 402 220 182

Logan 1,074 333 467 274 382 145 237

Marion 913 344 300 269 423 150 273

Marshall 525 141 213 171 260 87 173

Mason 634 227 223 184 200 82 118

McDowell 537 179 195 163 216 64 152

Mercer 1,574 482 676 416 510 209 301

Mineral 486 205 146 135 152 46 106

Mingo 1,136 342 444 350 263 82 181

Monongalia 1,207 332 647 228 335 133 202

Monroe 301 79 144 78 85 39 46

Morgan 163 74 42 47 83 44 39

Nicholas 673 280 293 100 180 61 119

Ohio 678 201 256 221 142 72 70

Pendleton 90 44 21 25 26 8 18

Pleasants 113 49 41 23 33 16 17

Pocahontas 203 58 89 56 138 64 74

Preston 590 176 296 118 207 78 129

Putnam 950 380 353 217 194 89 105

Raleigh 1,679 572 688 419 565 272 293

Randolph 600 188 272 140 253 98 155

Ritchie 188 72 72 44 86 49 37

Roane 320 149 101 70 139 51 88

Summers 240 100 86 54 116 40 76

Taylor 272 122 89 61 159 63 96

Tucker 93 44 24 25 37 19 18

Tyler 184 73 68 43 64 22 42

Upshur 369 174 119 76 92 20 72

Wayne 670 333 143 194 286 104 182

Webster 203 73 81 49 98 48 50

Wetzel 251 82 86 83 96 34 62

Wirt 89 40 28 21 45 25 20

Wood 1,957 667 825 465 600 276 324

Wyoming 734 213 381 140 224 88 136

Total 36,812 12,541 14,880 9,391 13,529 5,361 8,168





Criminal 

and Civil

Special 

Proceedings Total 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001

Barbour 1,547 294 1,841 2,073 2,144 2,106 2,207 2,100 2,517 2,988 2,119 2,213

Berkeley 16,928 3,529 20,457 18,594 22,086 20,464 17,820 17,284 19,480 18,768 18,983 20,515

Boone 3,994 930 4,924 5,087 5,309 5,903 5,723 6,142 6,394 5,515 5,061 5,227

Braxton 2,916 552 3,468 2,855 3,188 3,711 3,894 3,944 4,072 3,901 5,004 4,579

Brooke 2,732 455 3,187 3,162 2,948 3,136 3,925 3,992 4,111 3,217 3,158 4,628

Cabell 15,835 3,005 18,840 18,370 18,488 20,355 20,169 21,333 23,391 21,150 19,624 19,164

Calhoun 806 126 932 939 922 765 773 958 926 839 1,079 933

Clay 1,686 264 1,950 1,714 1,713 2,534 2,526 2,352 2,500 2,027 1,951 2,628

Doddridge 1,141 120 1,261 1,269 1,105 1,973 1,276 1,097 1,376 1,346 1,198 1,479

Fayette 7,046 1,547 8,593 8,497 8,118 7,191 7,744 7,851 8,949 7,970 8,476 10,026

Gilmer 758 135 893 1,009 803 1,029 1,102 999 699 938 900 1,211

Grant 1,822 344 2,166 2,136 2,385 2,479 2,454 2,743 1,969 1,865 2,501 3,146

Greenbrier 3,599 464 4,063 4,431 4,963 5,053 6,699 6,085 6,715 6,055 6,542 6,560

Hampshire 4,137 409 4,546 4,686 4,765 5,778 6,079 5,808 5,233 4,598 3,807 3,573

Hancock 3,276 627 3,903 4,125 4,014 4,040 3,889 3,801 3,972 4,207 4,672 4,543

Hardy 2,818 208 3,026 3,380 3,483 3,234 4,038 4,364 4,473 3,668 3,730 4,319

Harrison 10,441 1,547 11,988 11,717 12,350 12,725 12,621 12,020 13,322 15,719 14,508 17,911

Jackson 2,945 819 3,764 3,880 3,990 4,483 4,528 4,754 5,118 4,116 3,585 3,890

Jefferson 7,762 1,527 9,289 9,241 7,740 10,531 15,734 10,962 10,578 9,545 8,227 10,985

Kanawha 28,156 5,318 33,474 38,658 44,802 50,477 39,710 41,920 40,458 34,955 39,289 43,690

Lewis 3,893 225 4,118 4,324 4,306 5,399 5,177 4,729 5,611 6,417 5,232 5,314

Lincoln 3,463 711 4,174 4,627 4,695 4,171 3,666 3,314 3,542 3,232 2,773 3,602

Logan 7,364 2,249 9,613 9,374 10,349 11,995 12,133 11,526 11,653 8,768 8,584 9,811

Marion 6,174 1,073 7,247 9,008 7,428 8,035 7,870 7,259 7,716 7,396 8,750 9,533

Marshall 3,894 543 4,437 4,767 4,347 5,153 5,052 4,972 4,751 4,691 6,854 5,915

Mason 3,556 462 4,018 5,272 4,735 5,418 4,530 4,194 5,222 4,005 4,853 5,795

McDowell 3,793 1,172 4,965 4,925 6,034 5,896 5,064 5,732 5,358 5,156 4,373 4,607

Mercer 11,587 3,331 14,918 14,143 14,755 16,942 18,628 20,545 18,802 17,442 21,585 18,232

Mineral 4,235 612 4,847 4,976 4,638 4,574 4,860 4,896 4,824 3,992 3,160 3,437

Mingo 4,195 1,287 5,482 6,301 7,483 7,204 6,061 6,561 5,384 4,363 5,529 5,229

Monongalia 11,927 1,460 13,387 11,215 13,509 13,889 12,970 11,919 13,048 12,298 12,660 14,244

Monroe 1,142 316 1,458 1,362 1,355 1,340 1,334 1,263 1,362 1,499 1,425 1,572

Morgan 2,817 157 2,974 3,758 3,312 3,236 3,221 4,141 3,946 3,670 3,731 3,897

Nicholas 4,754 974 5,728 7,887 7,268 6,775 7,657 7,665 7,112 6,409 7,618 8,022

Ohio 6,937 754 7,691 7,566 6,726 7,742 8,862 8,596 10,376 9,861 9,024 9,469

Pendleton 807 63 870 865 901 727 1,082 1,200 1,279 1,347 1,607 1,921

Pleasants 996 173 1,169 1,169 1,257 1,407 1,340 1,195 1,369 1,523 1,438 1,366

Pocahontas 1,527 259 1,786 1,989 1,490 1,950 2,592 1,444 2,159 1,849 1,929 2,445

Preston 3,788 442 4,230 4,591 5,621 5,392 5,909 5,788 5,288 5,481 6,605 5,699

Putnam 6,100 936 7,036 8,110 8,733 8,696 9,641 9,428 10,545 9,557 9,121 9,254

Raleigh 14,800 3,122 17,922 15,545 17,108 18,680 19,937 19,490 21,827 20,676 24,312 24,923

Randolph 5,346 696 6,042 5,969 6,899 6,591 5,845 6,877 7,069 7,592 6,943 8,139

Ritchie 2,033 160 2,193 2,429 3,168 3,850 3,665 3,477 3,287 2,548 2,731 3,386

Roane 2,345 489 2,834 2,619 3,069 3,507 3,518 3,310 3,393 2,683 2,940 3,939

Summers 1,564 284 1,848 1,782 1,788 2,053 1,904 1,780 1,786 1,606 2,140 2,365

Taylor 1,893 225 2,118 1,800 2,121 2,378 2,173 1,866 1,852 1,955 2,243 2,235

Tucker 1,134 61 1,195 1,080 996 1,138 1,141 1,395 1,469 1,275 1,311 1,549

Tyler 905 160 1,065 972 1,041 1,024 1,138 1,034 1,148 1,003 1,186 1,035

Upshur 4,908 368 5,276 5,310 4,368 5,159 5,235 5,771 6,087 6,758 5,705 5,752

Wayne 4,848 599 5,447 5,155 5,705 5,264 5,894 6,983 9,298 7,956 5,815 5,623

Webster 1,091 223 1,314 1,363 1,614 1,559 1,533 1,297 1,666 1,589 1,222 1,363

Wetzel 1,606 245 1,851 2,005 1,946 1,576 1,861 1,884 1,434 1,601 1,684 1,620

Wirt 769 33 802 1,244 1,054 959 1,176 917 1,021 998 805 1,108

Wood 11,101 1,548 12,649 14,262 19,666 20,873 17,835 16,001 14,068 12,622 13,338 12,671

Wyoming 2,047 944 2,991 3,299 3,475 3,574 3,667 3,987 3,917 3,889 4,362 4,616

Total 269,684 48,576 318,260 326,886 348,276 372,093 367,082 362,945 374,922 347,094 358,002 380,908

2010

94 Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia

Magistrate Court Case Filings
Calendar Year 2001-2010



952010 Annual Report

2010 Magistrate Court Case Filings











100 Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia

Please note that the $17,143,144 total includes $10,488,800 for construction of the Morgan County Courthouse.

Courthouse Facilities Improvement Authority
Seventh Cycle Funding Awards

County Applicant Improvement Project Cost Award Amount

 Boone Repair Water Table and Gutter $ 93,000 $ 74,000

 Braxton Bell Tower Repair   91,000  72,800 

 Brooke Courtroom Repair   125,000  80,000 

 Cabell Clock Tower Repair   100,000  80,000 

 Clay Annex Roof   99,912  79,929 

 Hardy Exterior Entry/ADA   40,443  32,355 

 Jefferson Exterior/Masonry Repair    250,000  80,000 

 Kanawha Phase III Sprinkler System   115,000  80,000 

 Lewis Roof Repair   130,350  80,000 

 Lincoln Courtroom Upgrade/Security   127,255  80,000 

 Marion Window Replacement/Restoration   100,000  80,000 

 Mason Phase II Exterior Joints   179,932  80,000 

 McDowell Water Issues/Masonry   180,000  80,000 

 Mingo Elevator for Annex   159,900  80,000 

 Morgan Building New Courthouse   10,448,000  80,000

 Ohio Generator for 911   225,985  80,000

 Preston Elevator and Stair Tower   277,593  80,000

 Putnam Stair Repair   80,850  64,680

 Raleigh Window Replacement   336,700  80,000

 Randolph Roof Repair   40,950  32,760

 Tyler Clock Tower Repair   112,000  80,000

 Upshur Phase II HVAC   925,000  80,000

 Wetzel Window Replacement   100,000  80,000

 Wirt Roof/Exterior   89,128  71,302

 Wood HVAC and Ductwork Replacement   190,000  80,000

 Total  $ 14,617,998 $ 1,867,826




