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from the chief

In the last few months of 2018, 
our state’s judicial branch under-
went significant transition while 
continuing to serve West Virginians 
in all 55 counties. As Judge Alan 
Moats, a veteran circuit judge in 
the Nineteenth Circuit (Taylor and 
Barbour) publicly described it, “our 
Supreme Court and its justices were 
engulfed in a great storm. When a 
great storm occurs, it causes great 
damage. But no storm lasts forever 
…. A great storm won’t be forgot-
ten, but the damage it causes can 
be repaired.” I am focused on those 
repairs and am pleased to report 
that they are well underway.

First, we welcomed Justice Tim 
Armstead and Justice Evan Jenkins, 
who both actively participated in 
all Court matters after joining the 
Court in September. As former 
legislators with decades of experi-
ence, Justice Armstead and Justice 
Jenkins have brought much-needed 

expertise as to the legislative budget 
process and perspective as a former 
members of the State Senate and 
House of Delegates. Their input on 
our transparency and accountabil-
ity initiatives has been invaluable.

Justice John Hutchison took 
office in early January after more 
than 20 years of service as a cir-
cuit judge in the Tenth Circuit 
(Raleigh). His vast experience as a 
circuit judge enhances our under-
standing of the day-to-day issues 
in the courtroom. He is also firmly 
committed to restoring confidence 
in the integrity of the judiciary, as 
evidenced immediately during his 
swearing-in ceremony.

Throughout this transitional pe-
riod, then Chief Justice Margaret 
Workman and I led efforts to main-
tain stability in the operations of 
the judicial branch while directing 
necessary change in the Court’s 
Administrative Office. With the 
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support and assistance of the entire 
Court, we made sure that the hard 
work of the circuit, family and mag-
istrate courts across the state con-
tinued without interruption. Justice 
Workman’s decades of experience 
and dedication to the judiciary are 
unmatched. We are both grateful to 
Justice Paul Farrell, who has now 
returned to the bench in the Sixth 
Circuit (Cabell), for his temporary 
service and good humor.

All five justices are working now 
as a team dedicated to regaining 
trust and confidence in the judi-
ciary. The Supreme Court will no 
longer operate without essential 
policies to ensure fiscal responsibil-
ity, transparency and accountabil-
ity to the taxpayers. Here are a few 
examples of actions already taken.

In June of 2018, a robust travel 
policy was implemented. This pol-
icy, which applies evenly to all em-
ployees and elected officials, makes 
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it clear that state vehicles may only be used for official 
purposes. The new policy also imposes more detailed 
reporting of the use of state vehicles and requires prompt 
and complete submission of only appropriate travel ex-
penses for reimbursement. 

The 19 state vehicles used by the Court were en-
rolled in the State’s fleet management and maintenance 
programs in the summer of 2018, resulting in better 
management and costs saving as a result of economies 
of scale. In October the Court directed that the state 
cars used exclusively in the past by certain justices be 
repurposed for use by any employee who travels for 
Court business. 

In an effort to be good stewards, all state property 
and equipment overseen by the Court was inventoried 
and catalogued in the state’s computer system (OASIS) 
as of August of 2018. Even though we are a separate 
branch of government, we welcome the opportunity to 
join with the State Auditor to ensure transparent and 
efficient use of state resources.

When a full five-member Supreme Court convened 
in January, several new financial and other administra-
tive policies were adopted. For the first time, the Court 
approved a policy defining acceptable use of the Court’s 
computer systems and equipment, making clear that 
personal items may no longer be used or stored on the 
Court’s computers. We also adopted policies on General 
Accounting (addressing cash handling, credit card han-
dling and vendor 1099s), Purchasing Cards (defining 
acceptable use of state-issued purchasing cards) and 
Fixed Assets (relating to tracking Court assets). Full 

implementation of these and other necessary policies 
will continue throughout 2019. My commitment to 
greater transparency and accountability in the judicial 
branch is unwavering, and with the support of the en-
tire Court I have been working with the West Virginia 
Legislature toward better oversight of the Supreme 
Court’s budget. At the request of the leadership of the 
Finance Committees of the State Senate and House of 
Delegates, we presented a “Courts 101” session for leg-
islators in January to explain the structure and opera-
tions of the judicial branch. During this presentation, 
we explained the work of the nearly 1500 individuals 
statewide who work for the Supreme Court and dis-
cussed our important initiatives such as the CourtPlus 
and WV E-File implementation. We also answered 
questions from legislators on a wide range of topics.

The Court’s formal budget presentations to the 
Finance Committees were made later in January. As 
a result of careful work by members of the Court and 
our Chief Financial Officer Sue Racer Troy, the Court’s 
budget request for fiscal year 2020 was $8.5 million 
less than our fiscal year 2019 appropriation. For the 
first time, members of those committees were provided 
comprehensive detail regarding the Court’s budget re-
quest. We believe that our transparency in the process 
has demonstrated our commitment to having an excel-
lent working relationship with the legislative branch.

It is my honor to serve as Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Appeals of West Virginia. I am confident in 
the future of our judiciary and will continue working 
every day to regain your trust and confidence.  WVL

The West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals (from left): Justice Evan H. Jenkins, Justice Margaret L. Workman, Chief Justice Elizabeth D. Walker, 
Justice Tim Armstead and Justice John A. Hutchison.
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