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Students enthusiastic about Supreme Court hearing cases at 

Tucker County Courthouse 
For immediate release 

 

PARSONS, W.Va. – Tucker County High School students listened intently Tuesday, 

April 4, as lawyers argued three real cases in front of the Supreme Court of Appeals of West 

Virginia at the Tucker County Courthouse in Parsons.  

The students watched the back and forth between attorneys and the Justices, who 

asked numerous questions. Two of the cases involved separate prisoners challenging life-

without-mercy sentences for first-degree murder and a third case concerning whether a video 

taken inside a regional jail should be made public.  

“This has been very exciting for me. I’m really so happy this happened while I am 

still in high school here,” said senior Abigail Holm 18, of Thomas.  “I feel very grateful. It 

has definitely piqued my interest in law.”    

She was one of about 100 students, all juniors and seniors at Tucker County High 

School, who were in the audience when the Supreme Court heard arguments.  The Supreme 

Court’s visit to Parsons is part of the LAWS (Legal Advancement for West Virginia 

Students) program. Chief Justice Allen H. Loughry II chose his native Tucker County for the 

Court’s LAWS visit this year.  

“I am honored to be able to bring the Supreme Court to the Tucker County 

Courthouse. It’s a beautiful part of our state, and I’m proud to be from this area,” Chief 

Justice Loughry said. “I am especially excited that students from my alma mater were able to 

see the Supreme Court in-person and to learn about our judiciary. It might even cause some 

of them to gain an interest in public service or to pursue a career in law.” 

Holm and senior Karsyn White, 18, of Hambleton said they previously had been 

interested in going to law school.  Knowing that Chief Justice Loughry attended her high 

school and went on to be elected to the Supreme Court “makes it feel like it’s more reachable 

for me,” Holm said.  

“It makes me feel like I will be able to get to that point. He gives me hope that it is 

possible,” White said.   

“It’s a good learning experience whether you go into law school or not. At some 

point we all have to deal with the law” through divorce, child custody, criminal or civil 

issues,” White said. After watching the court arguments, “It makes sense how the law process 

works and we have some understanding.”   
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 The students said they also learned a lot from discussing the cases ahead of the 

Court’s appearance with local attorneys who visited their classes. A Supreme Court attorney 

also visited the school to discuss the appellate process. 

“I definitely think it was worth the time,” said junior Nathaniel Rader, 16, of Davis. 

“TV shows really do dramatize things out of proportion. It’s interesting to see how things 

work behind closed doors.”   

Students also said it was interesting to see the different Justices ask questions, and 

what questions they asked.  

“I learned a lot,” senior Gary Meloy, 18, of Parsons said emphatically. “I didn’t 

expect the judges to be as rough on the attorneys. The attorneys brought up a lot of good 

points. I didn’t expect the judges to shoot them down.” 

“For many, the judicial branch is the least understood branch of government, and 

LAWS is a way for us to show our citizens how it works,” Chief Justice Loughry said. “Our 

magistrate, family, circuit, and supreme courts directly impact the lives of so many of our 

citizens as we handle contract disputes, divorces, child custody matters, abuse and neglect 

cases, criminal charges, workers' compensation cases, and countless other disagreements that 

lead to lawsuits. LAWS allows the Supreme Court to invite citizens to a courthouse to see the 

judicial process at work when they themselves are not involved in an acrimonious legal case. 

I also want the students to know that the judicial branch is important to their lives in ways 

they may not even consider.”  

The Supreme Court held the first LAWS program in Beckley in 1999. While other 

LAWS programs have been held in other parts of the State, this is the first time it has been 

held in Tucker County.  

LAWS is a partnership between the court system, schools, the Bar, and the 

community that teaches students about the Judicial Branch of government. Since the program 

began in 1999, about 5,700 high school and college students in 33 counties have participated, 

including this year.  

 

The Court heard the following cases. Rule 19 argument  

State of West Virginia v. Quinton Peterson, No. 15-1220. Petitioner appeals from the circuit 

court’s November 15, 2015, resentencing order imposing a sentence of life in prison without 

mercy. Petitioner was convicted of first degree murder following a jury trial in 2008.  

Rule 20 argument  
West Virginia Regional Jail Authority v. Shane Marcum, No. 15-1174. Petitioner appeals the 

November 4, 2015, order of the Circuit Court of Kanawha County that ordered the disclosure 

of a videotape that depicted a “cell extraction” of respondent from the Western Regional Jail 

pursuant to the West Virginia Freedom of Information Act. Petitioner asserts that the video is 

exempt from disclosure.  

Rule 19 argument  
State of West Virginia v. Rocco Zuccaro, No. 15-0976. Petitioner appeals his conviction for 

first degree murder, for which he was sentenced to life in prison without parole eligibility.  

For more information about LAWS or the Supreme Court of Appeals of West 

Virginia’s other civic education programs, contact Public Education Coordinator Kandi 

Greter-Kirk, Kandi.greter@courtswv.gov or 304-340-2755.  
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