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West Virginia judicial system joins  
Regional Judicial Opioid Initiative 

For immediate release 
 
 

 CHARLESTON, W.Va.  – The West Virginia judicial system is joining a regional 
effort to combat opioid abuse, and a Kanawha County Circuit Judge will lead a multi-
disciplinary team that will work with seven other states.  
  West Virginia Supreme Court Chief Justice Allen H. Loughry II has agreed to 
sign a charter in support of the Regional Judicial Opioid Initiative (RJOI). 

He has appointed Thirteenth Judicial Circuit (Kanawha County) Judge 
Jennifer Bailey to lead the West Virginia team. She will be joined by Stephanie Bond, 
Director of the Division of Probation Services in the Supreme Court Administrative 
Office.  Other West Virginians will be appointed to the team as needed.  

“The judiciary takes the opioid epidemic very seriously,” said Chief Justice 
Loughry.  “I appointed Judge Jennifer Bailey to lead our team on this initiative 
because she is a very experienced drug court judge in our most-populous county.  I 
am pleased she has agreed to offer her formidable talents to this effort.”   
 West Virginia had the highest drug overdose rate in the nation in 2014 and 
the third-highest rate of prescription of opioids, Chief Justice Loughry said in a letter 
to Ohio Supreme Court Chief Justice Maureen O’Connor, who launched the regional 
effort.    
 “We look forward to working with you and your courts and the courts of 
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, Tennessee, and North Carolina to foster 
regional and interagency cooperation in the fight against opioid abuse and its 
terrible consequences,” Chief Justice Loughry wrote.  “I am sure that the combined 
resources and viewpoints of so many affected states, together with a regional rather 
than local viewpoint, will make an impact on the problem we all share.”   
 Chief Justice Loughry appointed Judge Bailey to begin working with the RJOI 
immediately. 

“I am very honored to represent our state judiciary in this most important 
endeavor,” said Judge Bailey.  
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RJOI is the first initiative where the collective leadership of state courts has 
joined to address the opioid epidemic at a regional level, according to the National 
Center for State Courts in Williamsburg, Va.  Discussions during a regional judicial 
summit on drug abuse in August 2016 led to the formation of RJOI, which seeks to 
use local, state and federal partnerships and resources to focus on regional 
solutions. 

RJOI stakeholders in the other member states include judicial officers, 
addiction specialists and leaders in criminal justice, behavioral health, and public 
health.  Partners from federal and national organizations, such as the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, 
Casey Family Programs and the National Center for State Courts, also support the 
initiative. 

RJOI’s goal is to improve outcomes for individuals and families that enter the 
criminal justice and child welfare systems because of opioid use. This includes 
considering what happens when they move across state lines and the interstate 
challenges that movement presents. 

The RJOI Action Plan says, “There are significant issues that can be addressed 
by the regional approach to combating opioid use, including to reduce the number 
of opioids in circulation, track the overprescribing and abuse of the drugs, address 
the regional information sharing issues, provide access to effective treatment for 
individuals and families in the criminal justice system, and ultimately reduce the 
number of deaths from opioid overdose.”   
 The Action Plan also has goals to regionally 

 Develop Standards of Care and reciprocity for treatment services and 
drug testing; 

 Conduct a cost/benefit analysis of treatment expansion; 
 Address the quality of addiction workforce and recruiting and retention 

challenges; 
 Track all overdoses across the region; and 
 Develop a data model to forecast and provide a rapid early warning 

system for future epidemics. 
 
 

## 


