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Justice Beth Walker looks back on first year, 

forward to achieving more goals  
For immediate release January 9, 2018 

 

  CHARLESTON, W.Va. – A year after she took the bench on the Supreme Court 
of Appeals, Justice Beth Walker still comes to work every day with a smile and the 
belief that she has the best job in the world.  
 “I love my job,” she says to anyone who asks how her day is going.  
 Justice Walker was elected on May 10, 2016, and took office on January 1, 2017.  

Her focus in the last year was on learning her new job.  

“We have a very busy caseload – over 1,200 cases per year,” she said. “I worked 

hard to make sure I was prepared to give every case the attention it deserved and to 

decide cases based on the rule of law and not politics.” 

Justice Walker also learned about the administrative role of the Court.  “We are 

responsible for fairly administering justice for the people of our state, so we oversee the 

entire judicial branch of government to make sure that obligation is met,” Justice Walker 

explained.  

The judicial branch includes almost 1,500 employees working in the magistrate 

courts, family courts, and circuit courts in every county.  “I have quickly developed an 

appreciation for the hard work of the employees of our branch of government,” Justice 

Walker said.       

Her goals for the next eleven years of her term include continued advancements in 

the administration of justice and exploring new ways to address West Virginia’s opioid 

crisis. 

 “First, transparency and accountability are important to me,” Justice Walker said. 

“I strongly support the cost-saving and accountability measures we have implemented in 

recent months to enhance efficiency and transparency in the judicial branch.  We have 

already saved millions of taxpayer dollars.”    

“We need to earn and maintain the trust of West Virginia taxpayers,” she said.  

“I also remain very concerned about the opioid crisis.  We see every day how 

substance abuse is ruining lives and harming families all across West Virginia,” Justice 

Walker said. “Our drug courts work hard every day to try to help West Virginians get 

back on their feet.  In the coming months, I plan to explore how I can do even more to 

help with this crisis.” 

Her third goal is to encourage women leaders across the state.  
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“Now that I am lucky enough to sit on one of the few state supreme courts with a 

female majority, I want to find more ways to encourage women to be leaders in our state 

and communities,” Justice Walker said. “Whether it’s talking to a Girl Scout troop about 

their future goals, motivating more women to run for public office or mentoring female 

lawyers, I want to encourage women to have key roles in moving West Virginia 

forward.”  
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