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Business Court Division issues 2017 Annual Report  
For immediate release Thursday, January 25, 2018 

 

  CHARLESTON, W.Va. – About 270 businesses have been involved in West 

Virginia Business Court Division litigation since the division was established in October 

2012, according to the division’s 2017 Annual Report.  

“This report shows how well the division serves West Virginians and what an 

important part of the judiciary it is,” said Chief Justice Allen H. Loughry II. “The West 

Virginia Constitution provides that every person ‘shall have remedy by due course of 

law, and justice shall be administered without sale, denial, or delay.’ The Business Court 

Division ensures that businesses have expeditious decisions in complicated cases that 

otherwise might take years to resolve.”      

Approximately 60 percent of Business Court cases have involved contract 

disputes or alleged tortious business practices. About 20 percent have involved complex 

tax appeals. The remaining 20 percent involved other complex matters of significance to 

the transactions, operations or governance between business entities which include 

shareholder derivative actions, alleged monopolies, mismanagement of trusts, violations 

of the West Virginia Unfair Trade Practices Act, and disputes regarding the scope of 

easements, right of ways, and restrictive covenants. 

“As the statistics show, a large number of Commercial entities both in-state and 

out of state continue to utilize the Business Court for resolution of their complex legal 

disputes. I think this reflects that the Business Court is filling its purpose in providing 

efficient and sound resolution to complex business litigation,” said Business Court 

Division Chairman Christopher Wilkes, Chief Judge of the Twenty-Third Judicial Circuit 

(Berkeley, Jefferson, and Morgan Counties).  

Any party or judge may seek to refer of business litigation to the division by filing 

a motion. The Supreme Court Chief Justice reviews all such motions and can act directly 

on the motion, or the Chief Justice can refer the matter to the Business Court Division for 

a recommendation and then later grant or refuse the motion. Once the Chief Justice has 

assigned a case to the Business Court Division, the division chairman assigns one of the 

seven division judges as the presiding judge and may also assign resolution judges. 

 Of the 142 motions considered by the presiding Chief Justice since the Business 

Court began operating, 81 cases have been referred to the Business Court Division.  Of 

those, 58 have had final orders entered, leaving 23 pending cases. Of the 58 disposed 

cases, the average business court case age was 385 days.  

In 2017, the Division judges held 27 hearings, seven mediations, and one 

arbitration. Most hearings were by teleconference or in the judge’s own county. 
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 Business Court judges receive no extra pay for their work on Business Court 

matters and maintain their own general circuit court dockets.  

 “We are happy we have a Division that can expedite cases between businesses,” 

said Supreme Court Administrative Director Gary Johnson. “I want to commend the 

Business Court judges for their hard work and dedication to this endeavor, especially 

since they receive no additional compensation for their increased workload.”  

The West Virginia Business Court Division 2017 Annual Report is posted on the 

West Virginia Judiciary website:  http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/business-court-

division/index.html. 
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