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Family Treatment Courts Open 
For immediate release Monday, Oct. 7, 2019 

 
MADISON, W.Va. – Family Treatment Courts will give circuit judges a new tool 

to help families involved in abuse and neglect cases address problems before parents lose 
custody of their children permanently, speakers said during today’s opening ceremony for 
West Virginia’s Family Treatment Courts.  

The ceremony was in the courtroom of Twenty-Fifth Judicial Circuit (Boone and 
Lincoln Counties) Judge William Thompson at the Boone County Courthouse in 
Madison.  Judge Thompson will lead one of the state’s first three Family Treatment 
Courts.  The other two will be in Randolph and Ohio counties.   

“This is a great day for families and children who will now have more services 
and resources to support them in the circumstances that put them in the court system,” 
said Chief Justice Beth Walker.  

Abuse and neglect cases take up about one-third of the Supreme Court’s docket, 
Chief Justice Walker said. All five Supreme Court Justices attended the opening 
ceremony to demonstrate the importance of the new program.   

Justice Margaret Workman noted that she has spent most of her 30 years as a 
Circuit Judge and Supreme Court Justice championing court programs to help families 
and children. “It’s amazing we have gotten to this point. I’m so grateful for the work put 
in by so many people.  

“Judge Thompson really cares about children and families,” Justice Workman 
said. “Every family has been touched by the opioid crisis. The Family Treatment Courts 
have the potential to heal families and protect children at the same time.”   

“We need to use every opportunity we have to come up with new approaches,” 
said Justice Tim Armstead.  He and other speakers said they were thankful for the way 
the Legislature and West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources have 
worked with the Supreme Court to establish Family Treatment Courts. “We will work to 
return these children to good, solid, happy homes.” 

Justice Evan Jenkins said, “Nothing is more West Virginian than families.  We 
care about each other. It’s who we are. Problem-solving courts like Family Treatment 
Courts are one way the judicial system can help West Virginians keep their families 
intact and combat the opioid crisis.”   

Justice John Hutchison said that during his 24 years as a circuit judge abuse and 
neglect cases took up more and more of his time. All he and other judges could do was 
react to the problems presented to them every day. 



“This is a total change in focus. We can be proactive and catch problems before 
they become a crisis. The best way to protect a child is to protect a family,” Justice 
Hutchison said.  

Judge Thompson said it is disheartening to come to work every Monday and see 
dozens of people involved in abuse and neglect cases lined up outside the courtroom. He 
believes Family Treatment Courts will allow him to help more families stay together.  “I 
really think this is the next step in drug courts,” Judge Thompson said.  

“We are going to be able to help so many families come back together,” he said. 
“As long as people are breathing we have hope,” said Stephanie Bond, West Virginia 
Probation Services Director. Her division in the Supreme Court Administrative Office 
supervises treatment courts.  

  Family Treatment Courts are designed to protect children and help parents found 
guilty of abuse and neglect overcome substance abuse disorders before the parents 
permanently lose custody of their children.  In March, the Legislature passed House Bill 
3057, authorizing the Supreme Court to begin operating Family Treatment Courts. The 
bill also called for a Family Treatment Court State Advisory Committee to be led by the 
Chief Justice.  The committee has met several times and on August 20 approved Vision 
and Mission Statements and a Policies and Procedures Manual. 

Each of the Family Treatment Courts also will have its own local advisory 
committee made up of the supervising Family Treatment Court Judge, the county 
prosecutor, a defense attorney who regularly represents people in child abuse and neglect 
cases, the Community Service Manager of the Bureau of Children and Families of the 
Department of Health and Human Resources, and a court-appointed special advocate.  

Over 400 Family Treatment Courts currently operate in the United States.  West 
Virginia’s program will be based on proven strategies developed in other states and will 
feature collaboration between the courts, treatment providers and the West Virginia 
Department of Health and Human Resources.   

Participation in Family Treatment Courts will be voluntary.     
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