
 

Supreme Court of Appeals 
State of West Virginia  

News 

 
Administrative Office 
1900 Kanawha Blvd., East 
Bldg. 1, Room, E-316 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 
(304) 340-2305 Jennifer Bundy 
(304) 340-2306 April Harless 
(304) 558-1212 FAX 
Web Site: www.courtswv.gov  

Facebook: wvjudiciary 

Twitter: WVcourts  

Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/courtswv/ 

Email: Jennifer.Bundy@courtswv.gov 

Email: April.Harless@courtswv.gov   

 

 

Two Justices visit Huntington sites 
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HUNTINGTON, W.Va. – Supreme Court Justices Tim Armstead and Evan 

Jenkins yesterday visited facilities in Huntington that provide care for drug-affected 

newborns. 

New case filings related to abuse and neglect of children have risen significantly.  

The Justices discussed with health care providers the medical treatments being provided 

to newborns diagnosed with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome. 

“It is certainly a priority for our court system to protect the well-being of our 

children, who are some of the most vulnerable victims of our state’s substance abuse 

epidemic,” said Justice Armstead.  “As we continue to tackle this challenge, it is 

incredibly valuable for us to see firsthand the work being performed by these talented 

professionals who are helping free our children from the devastating effects of this 

crisis.” 

Justice Jenkins said, “In just the last few years, the number of case filings related 

to abuse and neglect have increased almost 70 percent in West Virginia. A common 

element in many of these cases is drugs.  Our visits with those on the front line of caring 

for our newborn infants help us to better understand the impact of prenatal drug exposure 

has on the first days and weeks of a child’s life,” Justice Jenkins said.  

The Justices toured Lily’s Place and the Neonatal Therapeutic Unit at Cabell 

Huntington Hospital, met with Sixth Family Court Circuit (Cabell County) Judge Patricia 

Keller, and spoke at the West Virginia Court Improvement Program’s Cross-Training 

Conference in Huntington.  

The conference, one of three held around the state each year, is for those 

interested in learning about or who work in the field of child abuse and neglect including 

attorneys, social workers, law enforcement officers, Court Appointed Special Advocate 

volunteers, domestic violence advocates, counselors and psychologists.  Chief Justice 

Beth Walker spoke at the conference today.  

Lily’s Place has received national recognition for its treatment of newborns who 

have the medical diagnosis neonatal abstinence syndrome (NAS).   Cabell Huntington 

Hospital was one of the first hospitals in West Virginia to set up a specialized unit 

dedicated to caring for NAS newborns.   

 

     ## 

http://www.courtswv.gov/
../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/LMGC0A1D/www.flickr.com/photos/courtswv/
mailto:Jennifer.Bundy@courtwv.gov
mailto:April.Harless@courtswv.gov
https://www.flickr.com/photos/courtswv

