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Launch of Military Service Members Court to be held in 

Brooke County 
For immediate release Monday, August 19, 2019 

 

 
  WELLSBURG, W.Va. – The Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia and 
Brooke County Senator Ryan Weld will jointly announce the establishment of the 
Military Service Members Treatment Court program in West Virginia at 1 p.m., on 
Wednesday, August 21, at the Brooke County Courthouse in Wellsburg.  
 Chief Justice Beth Walker, along with Justices Tim Armstead, Evan Jenkins, 
and John Hutchison will be at the event, along with First Circuit (Brooke, Hancock, 
and Ohio Counties) Judges Michael Olejasz and David Sims.  Other judges may attend 
if their dockets permit.  
 “We value the chance to work cooperatively with the Legislature on 
important initiatives such as our Military Service Members Courts and look forward 
to helping the veterans and others who will benefit from that program,” said Chief 
Justice Walker.  
 Sen. Weld introduced Senate Bill 40 during the 2019 Legislative Session, 
hoping to reinstate these specialized courts, which will serve both veterans and 
active service members.  To be eligible for the specialized track of existing adult 
drug court programs, participants have to be charged with criminal offenses that 
can be attributed to their time in the military, such as addiction or other mental 
health disorders. The bill passed unanimously. 
 “Oftentimes veterans find themselves in the criminal court system as a result 
of a service-related issue, and now the courts will have the chance to offer 
rehabilitation instead of merely just incarceration – that’s a second chance many 
veterans deserve,” said Sen. Weld.  “I want to thank the members of the Supreme 
Court for working with me in improving and strengthening this legislation and 
ensuring we found a way to help West Virginia’s veterans once again.” 
 As of Wednesday, three Military Service Member Treatment Court tracks will 
be operational in the state; in the First Circuit, in the Thirteenth Circuit (Kanawha 
County) and in the Twenty-Fourth Circuit (Wayne County), according to Probation 
Services Drug Court Specialist Nicholas Leftwich.  
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 Residents in every county in West Virginia have access to an Adult Drug 
Court, even if there is not one in their home county. The goal of drug courts is to 
help participants overcome addictions that may have led them to commit crimes.  
Circuits adding Military Service Members Courts are including them as a track in 
their Adult Drug Court.  Veterans and active duty military personnel will receive the 
same structure, support and accountability as Adult Drug Court participants, but 
their treatment will be specific to their specialized needs.  
 People who are registered as sex offenders or who have a prior conviction 
for a felony crime of violence are not eligible for drug courts. Prosecutors and judges 
choose which offenders may participate.  
 Currently, there are 29 Adult Drug Court programs in West Virginia and 17 
Juvenile Drug Court programs.  
 “Other circuits have expressed an interest in adding a Military Service 
Members track to their existing Adult Drug Court program,” Leftwich said. “We are 
excited about other programs coming on board.” 
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