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Military Service Members Courts Announced 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, August 21 

 

WELLSBURG, W.Va. – New Military Service Members Courts are an example 

of the good things that can happen when separate branches of government work together 

to solve a problem, Supreme Court Chief Justice Beth Walker said Wednesday. 

The Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia and Brooke County Sen. Ryan 

Weld jointly announced the establishment of the Military Service Members Treatment 

Court program in West Virginia on Wednesday at the Brooke County Courthouse in 

Wellsburg. 

Chief Justice Walker and Justices Tim Armstead, Evan Jenkins, and John 

Hutchison attended the event as did First Circuit (Brooke, Hancock, and Ohio Counties) 

Judges Michael Olejasz and David Sims.  

“Senator Weld reached out to me almost a year ago with the intent of us 

partnering on this legislation,” Chief Justice Walker said. “I was thrilled to work with 

him.” 

Sen. Weld introduced Senate Bill 40 during the 2019 Legislative Session to 

establish these specialized courts to serve both veterans and active service members. The 

bill passed unanimously. 

Sen. Weld, R-Brooke, said he was very fortunate to have a support system of 

family and friends when he returned from his deployment in Afghanistan as a member of 

the Air Force Reserves in 2011. Others are not so lucky and sometimes suffer from 

mental health and substance abuse issues stemming from their military service and find 

themselves in the criminal justice system as a result.   

Instead of focusing solely on punishment, the Military Service Members courts 

will focus on treatment and rehabilitation. The Courts will “focus on helping those who 

served us,” Sen. Weld said. 

Military Service Members Courts are not separate courts. They are a specialized 

track in Adult Drug Courts.  The track is now available in the First Circuit, the Thirteenth 

Circuit (Kanawha County) and in the Twenty-Fourth Circuit (Wayne County).  Other 

Adult Drug Courts are working toward adding the track in the future.  To be eligible, 

participants have to be charged with criminal offenses stemming from addiction or other 

mental health disorders that can be attributed to their time in the military.  

Participants in the Military Service Members Tracks will receive the same 

structure, support and accountability as Adult Drug Court participants, but their treatment 

will be specific to their specialized needs.  

http://www.courtswv.gov/
../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/LMGC0A1D/www.flickr.com/photos/courtswv/
mailto:Jennifer.Bundy@courtwv.gov
mailto:April.Harless@courtswv.gov


“Oftentimes veterans find themselves in the criminal court system as a result of a 

service-related issue, and now the courts will have the chance to offer rehabilitation 

instead of merely just incarceration – that’s a second chance many veterans deserve,” said 

Sen. Weld.  

Sen. Weld and Chief Justice Walker thanked retired First Judicial Circuit 

Probation Officer Jim Lee for suggesting the establishment of the Courts.  Mr. Lee is a 

Vietnam veteran and one of the founders of the first drug court in West Virginia almost 

two decades ago.  Mr. Lee also attended the ceremony today.   

Justice Tim Armstead said, “Our military service men and women mean so much 

to our state and nation. We recognize that as they return from service in the military there 

are other unique concerns that must be addressed through our court system.  I am pleased 

that the Supreme Court and Legislature worked together to ensure that our courts have 

the resources and flexibility to meet those needs.”   

Justice Evan Jenkins said, “Our veterans stepped forward to serve our country.  

This is our opportunity to stand up and serve our veterans. Sen. Weld, Jim Lee, and so 

many others have championed the cause of serving our military heroes and today is an 

important step to serve those who have served us.”   

Justice John Hutchison said, “I am very pleased to be able to be a part of the 

rededication of Military Service Members Courts. Drug Courts in the State of West 

Virginia are an indispensable tool available to judges to help combat the drug epidemic. 

Military Service Members Courts are an important part of that and will help those 

individuals dealing with drug abuse as well as mental health issues.  

“It is clear that these programs save lives.  It is an obligation of the courts to assist 

our military veterans in addressing their special needs,” Justice Hutchison said.  

Residents in every county in West Virginia have access to an Adult Drug Court, 

even if there is not one in their home county. The goal of drug courts is to help 

participants overcome addictions that may have led them to commit crimes. People who 

are registered sex offenders or who have a prior conviction for a felony crime of violence 

are not eligible for drug courts. Prosecutors and judges choose which offenders may 

participate. Currently, there are 29 Adult Drug Court programs in West Virginia and 17 

Juvenile Drug Court programs. 
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