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Business Court issues Annual Report for 2018  
For immediate release 

 

CHARELSTON, W.Va. – About 290 businesses have been involved in West 

Virginia Business Court Division litigation since the division was established in October 

2012, according to the division’s 2018 Annual Report released this week.  

A majority of cases referred to the Business Court Division involve contract 

disputes or alleged tortious practices.  Twenty cases referred have been complex tax 

appeals.  The others involve shareholder derivative actions; allegations of monopolies, 

mismanagement of trusts, violations of the West Virginia Unfair Trade Practices Act; or 

the scope of easements, right of ways, and restrictive covenants.     

Any party or judge may seek to refer of business litigation to the division by filing 

a motion. The Supreme Court Chief Justice reviews all such motions and can act directly 

on the motion or refer the matter to the Business Court Division for a recommendation.  

The Chief Justice then can grant or refuse the motion. Once the Chief Justice has 

assigned a case to the Business Court Division, the division chairman assigns one of the 

division judges as the presiding judge and may also assign resolution judges.  

Of the 165 motions considered by the presiding Chief Justice since the Business 

Court began operating, 18 were filed in 2018. Of those, 93 cases were referred to the 

Business Court Division, including 12 referred in 2018.   

Of the 93 cases, 74 cases have been resolved, most at or after some form of 

alternate dispute resolution.  Three were resolved by jury trials and four by bench trials.  

“The Business Court Division strives to conclude each case as expeditiously as 

possible.  The growing number of entities who participate in Business Court litigation 

indicates its usefulness to the businesses community,” said Twenty-Third Judicial Circuit 

(Berkeley, Jefferson, and Morgan Counties) Judge Michael D. Lorensen, who became 

Chairman of the Business Court Division on February 1.      

Business Court judges receive no extra pay for their work on Business Court 

matters and maintain their own general circuit court dockets.  

“The Business Court is an important part of the judiciary’s commitment to serving 

the citizens of West Virginia,” said Chief Justice Beth Walker.  “The Business Court 

judges are uniquely qualified to handle their cases and work hard to bring them to an 

appropriate conclusion.”   

The West Virginia Business Court Division 2018 Annual Report is posted on the 

West Virginia Judiciary website: http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/business-court-

division/index.html. 
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