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 WELCH, W.Va.  – Supreme Court Justice John Hutchison was the keynote 

speaker at the McDowell County Law Day celebration today May 1, 2019.   

 He also received the Liberty Bell Award during the event in the Circuit Court 

Courtroom in the McDowell County Courthouse in Welch.  

 Eighth Judicial Circuit Judge Booker T. Stephens, who has organized the event 

for the last twenty-three years consecutively, said Justice Hutchison is “a close friend, I 

have a lot of respect for him. I think he deserves this honor. It’s not just because he was 

the speaker, he deserves it.” 

 “I am humbled by the presentation of this award. To have my peer, Booker 

Stephens, recognize my work is an awesome thing,” said Justice Hutchison. 

 Law Day was proclaimed by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1958 as a day to 

reflect on the role of law in the founding of our country and recognize its importance in 

society. It is usually held on or around May 1.  

The national theme for Law Day 2019 is “Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society.” 

More than 200 McDowell County school children, from kindergarten through 

high school, participated in an essay contest, poster contest, power point contest, and 

song contest with that theme. Judge Stephens and Rudolph J. Murensky, II, also of the 

Eighth Judicial Circuit, host the McDowell Law Day event each year.  

Mount View Middle School seventh grader Meghan Mitchem said this experience 

was good for her because, she said, “Even if you think one thing about the law it may not 

be true.” She won first place in the middle school Power Point competition.  

This year is the 23rd Annual McDowell County Law Day Celebration and the last 

for Judge Stephens as a sitting judge. He announced he will retire on May 31.  

McDowell County School Board members gave Judge Stephens a plaque for all 

the work he has done with thousands of school children throughout his years on the 

bench.  
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