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Judge Dent Appointed to Business Court  
For immediate release Friday, October 11, 2019 

 

 CHARLESTON, W.Va. – Supreme Court Chief Justice Beth Walker has 

appointed Eleventh Judicial Circuit (Greenbrier and Pocahontas Counties) Judge Jennifer 

P. Dent to the Business Court Division.  

“It is an honor to accept the appointment to the Business Court Division.  I look 

forward to working with the other Business Court Judges,” Judge Dent said. “As a native 

of West Virginia, I am truly excited for the opportunity to serve on a specialized Court 

that presides over cases involving complex legal issues affecting the business entities 

within our state.” 

Judge Dent replaces Fifteenth Judicial Circuit (Harrison County) Judge James 

Matish, who did not want to be reappointed when his term ended October 9.  

“We thank Judge Matish for his years of service on the Business Court and Judge 

Dent for accepting the appointment,” said Chief Justice Walker. “Judge Dent will be an 

excellent addition to this talented, conscientious group of judges with special skills to 

handle business disputes in an expedient and fair manner.” 

“I am delighted that Judge Dent will join the Business Court Division.  Her 

background and skills as a judge will help the Division meet its goal of providing a useful 

resource to West Virginia’s business community,” said Business Court Division 

Chairman Michael D. Lorensen, a judge in the Twenty-Third Judicial Circuit (Berkeley, 

Jefferson and Morgan Counties).  

Judge Matish said serving in the Business Court Division, “was an honor, a 

privilege and an enjoyable experience. The obligations I have with the regular duties of a 

circuit court judge with respect to abuse and neglect cases and juvenile matters does not 

allow me the time to continue.”     

The Division is a specialized court docket within circuit courts and any party or 

judge may seek a referral of Business Litigation to the Division.  The Supreme Court 

Chief Justice reviews all motions to refer. Once a case is assigned to the Business Court 

Division, the Division Chairman assigns one of the division judges as the Presiding Judge 

and may assign Resolution Judges in the case.  

The Business Court Division has seven judges who serve seven-year terms. They 

can serve consecutive terms.  

Like all Business Court Division Judges, Judge Dent will work on the Business 

Court in addition to her regular duties and will not receive any additional pay for doing 

so. Her term ends December 31, 2025.  
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In the same order appointing Judge Dent, Chief Justice Walker – at the suggestion 

of the Business Court Judges – altered the expiration dates of several of their terms to 

ensure they are staggered.  Without this change, terms of six of the seven judges would 

have expired before September 20, 2020.  The change creates staggered terms that will 

ensure there are always a majority of Business Court Judges who have experience in that 

Division.     

 The other members of the Division and their terms are: 

 Judge Lorensen, whose term ends December 31, 2026; 

 Nineteenth Judicial Circuit (Barbour and Taylor Counties) Judge Shawn D. 

Nines, whose term expires December 31, 2027; 

 Senior Status Judge Christopher Wilkes, whose term ends December 31, 

2024;    

 Sixth Judicial Circuit (Cabell County) Judge Paul T. Farrell, whose term ends 

December 31, 2023; 

 Twenty-Second Judicial Circuit (Hardy, Hampshire, and Pendleton Counties) 

Judge H. Charles Carl, III, whose term ends December 31, 2022; and 

 Twenty-Fourth Judicial Circuit (Wayne County) Judge James H. Young Jr., 

whose term ends December 31, 2021.  

Judge Dent was elected on May 10, 2016, to a term that began on January 1, 

2017. On May 19, 2016, Governor Earl Ray Tomblin appointed her to the seat to also 

serve the remaining seven months on the term of Judge James Rowe, who retired. 

Judge Dent is a native of Lewisburg, Greenbrier County. She has a 1983 

bachelor’s degree in business from the University of Alabama at Birmingham and a 1986 

law degree from the Cumberland School of Law. 

In 1986 she worked for the Central Bank of the South. She then joined the U.S. 

Bankruptcy Court for the Northern Division of Alabama, Eastern Division, where she 

was a law clerk from 1987 to 1989 and the Deputy Clerk in Charge from 1989 to 1991. 

She was an attorney at the Najjar, Denaburg Law Firm in Birmingham, Ala., from 1991 

to 1993. 

She returned to West Virginia in 1994. She was an assistant prosecutor in 

Summers County (1994 to 2002) and an assistant prosecutor in Monroe County (1998 to 

2002). From 2002 until her appointment to the bench, she was an assistant prosecutor in 

Greenbrier County. In that role, she prosecuted child abuse and neglect, juvenile 

delinquency and juvenile status offenses and misdemeanor and felony cases. 

She is a member of the Mutual Improvement Club of Ronceverte and the 

Greenbrier Valley Bike Club, which sponsors Wheels of Hope to raise money for local 

cancer patients. She is the 2005 recipient of the Champion for Children award from the 

Child and Youth Advocacy Center. 

She and her husband, David Dent, have two sons. 
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