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Supreme Court to Hear Arguments at Logan College 
For immediate release Wednesday, October 16, 2019  

 

 LOGAN, W.Va. – The Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia will hear arguments 

in three cases at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, October 29, at Southern West Virginia Community and 

Technical College (SWVCTC) in Logan.  

Both SWVCTC and high school students from the area are being invited to attend as part 

of the Legal Advancement for West Virginia Students (LAWS) civic education program.  

Students from each of Logan County’s three high schools will hear arguments in one case 

and then have an opportunity to question the attorneys who argued that case.   

Seventh Judicial Circuit (Logan County) Judge Josh Butcher will visit Chapmanville 

Regional High School, Logan High School and Man High School before October 29 to help 

students understand the cases and explain the West Virginia court system and appellate 

process. 

“We are looking forward to our visit to Logan County.  We always enjoy taking our 

Court on the road and hope this experience will help the students better understand how the 

judiciary works by seeing actual cases argued.,” said Chief Justice Beth Walker.  “We are 

grateful to counsel in the cases for being willing to travel to a location other than our 

courtroom in Charleston and to interact with the students to help them understand the issues.” 

Seventh Judicial Circuit (Logan County) Judge Eric O’Briant said, “We are honored and 

privileged to share these live presentations with the students and the public. Although social 

media now allows real time broadcasts of our Supreme Court of Appeals public hearings there is 

no substitute for live observation. Special thanks to SWVCTC for allowing the creation of a 

temporary courtroom for this experience.”   

 “I am excited and honored to welcome our State’s Supreme Court to Logan County,” 

Judge Butcher said.  “This is a great opportunity for the public and, in particular, our 

county’s high school seniors to learn about the judicial system and experience the function of 

our highest court in person. Opportunities like these might even inspire our students to 

pursue a career in the law by showing them an interest in something for which they never 

before had a context. This experience is invaluable.” 

The Court will hear the following Rule 20 cases. 

State of West Virginia v. Daniel Scott Scruggs, No. 19-0072.  Daniel Scott Scruggs is 

charged with kidnapping, strangulation, and assault during the commission of a felony stemming 

from an altercation with his ex-girlfriend in March 2018.  In West Virginia, the minimum 

sentence for kidnapping is 10 to 30 years in prison if the victim is returned unharmed and if there 

has been no payment of ransom or any concession made to the kidnapper.  If the victim is 
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returned unharmed after a ransom has been paid or a concession made to the kidnapper, the 

sentence is 20 to 50 years in prison.  If the victim is harmed or dies, the sentence is life in prison. 

Jefferson County Circuit Judge Hammer has asked the Supreme Court to answer two certified 

questions before he proceeds with the criminal trial.  

Question 1: Whether a jury or a judge in a kidnapping case should decide the correct 

sentencing tier (10 to 30 years, 20 to 50 years or life)?  Once the tier is determined, Judge 

Hammer believes the judge should determine the exact sentence within that tier.   

Question 2:  In the absence of a constitutional requirement that special written questions be 

submitted to a jury in a kidnapping case, does a trial court exceed its authority and abuse its 

discretion if it asks the jury written questions about whether the victim was returned unharmed, 

and if so, at what juncture?    

 

Austin Joseph Goodwin v. Board of Education of Fayette County; West Virginia Board of 

Education; and Steven Paine, West Virginia Superintendent of Schools, No. 18-0211. Austin 

Joseph Goodwin injured his arm while wrestling with another student on the Oak Hill High 

School soccer field during school hours.  Goodwin, who was 18 at the time, had left the school 

building without permission on the next-to-last-day of school in June 2014.  At the time, Fayette 

County Schools were under the direct supervision of the West Virginia Department of Education. 

Goodwin alleges that as a result of the injury, he has incurred $200,000 in medical bills, has lost 

some use of his arm, and his arm is prone to infections. Goodwin filed a lawsuit seeking 

damages.  He alleges the students were not properly supervised and that lack of supervision is 

ultimately the responsibility of the school boards and state superintendent. The Fayette and state 

Boards of Education and Superintendent Paine made a motion to dismiss the case, saying they 

have qualified immunity.  Kanawha County Circuit Judge Jennifer Bailey granted that motion 

and dismissed the case. She said Goodwin was an adult at the time of the injury and had left 

school, so the school officials did not owe any duty to him and did not have actual knowledge 

the wrestling was occurring.  Goodwin appealed her ruling.  

 

Tim Newton v. Morgantown Machine & Hydraulics of West Virginia, et al., No. 18-0653. 

Tim Newton worked for Morgantown Machine & Hydraulics as a truck dispatcher.  In March 

2016 he was involved in an altercation with a truck driver who he says assaulted him without 

provocation.  The driver also worked for Morgantown Machine & Hydraulics. The company 

fired the driver and Newton as a result of the altercation. Newton filed a wrongful discharge 

lawsuit. The company filed a motion to dismiss the case. Then-Monongalia County Circuit Judge 

Russell M. Clawges, Jr. granted the motion and dismissed the case because Newton was an at-

will employee and so could be fired at any time for any reason. Judge Clawges also determined 

that an exception (the right of self-defense) to the at-will employee doctrine does not apply to 

this case because the altercation did not involve the threat of imminent lethal force.     
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