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Supreme Court Hears Arguments in Logan  

For immediate release Tuesday, October 29, 2019  
 

 LOGAN, W.Va. – Students who listened to Supreme Court arguments at a Logan College 
on Tuesday said they learned a lot about how the court system works. 

“I learned the defense and prosecution get to point out their arguments.  It’s not about 
who is proved right or who is proved wrong.  It’s about how justice can be served properly,” 
said Grifyn Hoosier, 18, a student at Chapmanville High School.  
 The Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia heard arguments in three cases at 
Southern West Virginia Community and Technical College (SWCTC) in Logan for its Legal 
Advancement for West Virginia Students (LAWS) civic education program.  More than 250 
students from SWCTC, Chapmanville Regional High School, Logan High School and Man 
High School attended.  Each high school studied one case ahead of time, heard arguments in 
that case, and then were able to talk afterward with attorneys who argued the case.   

 “It was really interesting.  It’s fascinating to see how the court system works,” said 
Kayla Samson, 17, a Man High School student.  

 “I thought the case itself was interesting because I want to be a lawyer,” said Kalea 
Fleming, 16, of Logan High School. “It was cool to have the opportunity to see what people 
do.” 

Logan student Emma Johnson, 16, said she learned a lot that she can apply to her own 
life, especially when it is her time to look for a job, “Things you can and cannot do as an 
adult.” 

Johnson and Fleming had the additional opportunity to interview Justices after the 
Argument Docket was over for a broadcast on the school’s award-winning station, WLHS. 

Seventh Judicial Circuit (Logan County) Judge Josh Butcher visited each school earlier 
this month to help students understand the cases and explain the West Virginia court system 
and appellate process. 

Logan Schools Superintendent Patricia Lucas said, “I think it was a wonderful 
experience, especially the process of having been briefed by Judge Butcher.”  

“We always enjoy taking our Court on the road and hope this experience helps the 
students better understand how the courts work by seeing actual cases argued,” said Chief 
Justice Beth Walker. “We think these educational opportunities in communities throughout 
our state build trust and confidence in our courts.”     

The Court heard the following Rule 20 cases: State of West Virginia v. Daniel Scott 
Scruggs, No. 19-0072; Austin Joseph Goodwin v. Board of Education of Fayette County; 



West Virginia Board of Education; and Steven Paine, West Virginia Superintendent of 
Schools, No. 18-0211; and  

Tim Newton v. Morgantown Machine & Hydraulics of West Virginia, et al., No. 18-0653.  
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