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CHARLESTON, W.Va. – Supreme Court Justice Tim Armstead talked about the 

history of the Articles of Confederation, the U.S. Constitution and Constitutional 

Amendments on Tuesday in a presentation in honor of Constitution Day.  

Justice Evan Jenkins, House Speaker Roger Hanshaw, home-schooled students 

and their parents, and Capitol Complex employees attended the event at noon in the 

Supreme Court Courtroom.   

“One of our jobs in this room is to uphold the Constitution,” Justice Armstead 

told the students.  

The U.S. Constitution was approved 232 years ago, on Sept. 17, 1787. Congress 

established Constitution Day in 2004 with the passage of an amendment to the Omnibus 

spending bill of 2004 offered by West Virginia Senator Robert C. Byrd.  

“All of us as Americans should feel very fortunate to live in a country that has a 

Constitution like ours,” Justice Armstead said.  

Because Justice Armstead has been a leader of two of the three branches of 

government the Constitution established, he has a unique perspective.  In his previous 

role as Speaker of the West Virginia House of Delegates, he could talk about his opinions 

on issues and make laws.  As a member of the judicial branch, he cannot talk about issues 

that might come before the court. “Our challenge is not to make law but to take the laws 

adopted by the Legislature and Congress and make sure they are Constitutional,” he said.  

“If you really respect our Constitution and our government, you respect the 

different roles,” he said. “I’ve enjoyed it and I feel honored to be a member of this court.”   

Justice Armstead’s presentation was followed by a showing of the video “Just the 

Facts: The United States Constitution.”  

Missy Wilson of Pratt and Heather Griffith of Elkview, who brought their 

homeschooled sons to the event, said it fit perfectly with their curriculum this month. 

“Any time you can take a book and you can apply it, “This is what this looks like in 

motion,’ that’s where learning occurs,” Ms. Wilson said.  

Aeden Griffith, 15; Lochlan Griffith, 13; Carter Wilson, 15; and Alex Wilson, 13, 

thought the trip to the Supreme Court was “cool.”   
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