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Family Treatment Courts Open 
For immediate release Monday, Sept. 30, 2019 

 

MADISON, W.Va. – The opening of West Virginia’s first Family Treatment Courts will 

be announced at 10 a.m. Monday, Oct. 7, at the Boone County Courthouse in Madison.  

The announcement will occur in the courtroom of Twenty-Fifth Judicial Circuit (Boone 

and Lincoln Counties) Judge William Thompson.  

All five Justices of the Supreme Court of Appeals plan to attend the announcement.  As 

Chief Justice Beth Walker explained, “All five justices on the Court are supportive of this new 

initiative and believe that it will make a positive difference for the families who will be served 

by the Family Treatment Courts.”  

Family Treatment Courts are designed to protect children and help parents judged to have 

engaged in abuse and neglect overcome substance abuse disorders before the parents 

permanently lose custody of their children.  The first three Family Treatment Courts will be in 

Boone, Randolph and Ohio counties.   

In March, the Legislature passed House Bill 3057, authorizing the Supreme Court to 

begin operating Family Treatment Courts. The bill also called for a Family Treatment Court 

State Advisory Committee to be led by the Chief Justice.  The committee has met several times 

and on August 20 approved Vision and Mission Statements and a Policies and Procedures 

Manual. 

Each of the Family Treatment Courts also will have its own local advisory committee 

made up of the supervising Family Treatment Court Judge, the county prosecutor, a defense 

attorney who regularly represents people in child abuse and neglect cases, the Community 

Service Manager of the Bureau of Children and Families of the Department of Health and 

Human Resources, and a court-appointed special advocate.  

Over 400 Family Treatment Courts currently operate in the United States.  West 

Virginia’s program will be based on proven strategies developed in other states and will feature 

collaboration between the courts, treatment providers and the West Virginia Department of 

Health and Human Resources.   

Participation in Family Treatment Courts will be voluntary.     

“A large percentage of our child abuse and neglect cases stem from parental substance 

abuse.  The court system and other professionals who serve families in crisis are always looking 

for ways to keep families together while also doing all we can to protect the safety of everyone, 

especially children,” Chief Justice Walker said.  “Family Treatment Courts try to provide 

families services to address all the issues that led to the abuse and neglect filing in the hope that 

we can keep more families together.” 
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