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Record Number of Petitions Filed

The3415petiions fied in 1998 werdy far he higheshumber of fiingsin the Cours higory,
up 301, or morethan10%, from last year’s total 08114 and235above the mvious ecord of
3180set h 1991. Thenew highis largely attributable to the ctinued increasean workers
compensatn appals, which dso set anew record tatl with 2067filings in 1998, amaunting to
over60% of the totd number of appeds filed in 1998.

Apart from the satisticalimpact of workerscompensatin appealsthe number of péions fied

in 1998 eitheremainel stabé ordeclined across most categoridhenumber d civil appeals £ll

to 556, reflecting a four-year eclining trend in thicategory. Perdps indicative dthe Cout’s

morerestictive approah to revew of certfied quesions habeasarpuspetiions,andpetiions
for mandamus ard prohibition, case filigs in dl four of thosecate@ries contnued to fal from

1996levels. In the ategory of criminal gopeals,207 petitions were filed in 1998, a slightdrease
from the203 criminal appeals filed in 1997. The table blw shows the number gietiions fied

in each yearalong with pojectd casalads for lhe year 2000based upon ariear regession
analysis.

CASELOAD HISTORY & PROJECTION

CASETYPE 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 2000

Certified 18 20 12 17 23 21 28 29 35 43 34 46 27 30 27 15 34
Certiorari 9 27 10 6 4 2 7 5 4 2 2 7 8 4 5 3 1
Civil 293 306 332 376 422 394 419 426 524 538 536 575 642 646 571 556 667
Compensation 116 162 198 421 841 488 528 481 1947 1075 708 966 1220 1534 1708 2067 1858
Criminal 180 183 157 182 176 182 168 183 181 168 165 178 209 234 203 207 206
Ethics 0 1 10 16 20 13 12 17 23 25 27 69 43 33 27 24 43
Habeas 321 317 367 240 200 195 186 171 149 192 319 239 218 265 253 230 209
Mandamus 132 166 181 196 214 183 141 149 179 184 187 173 172 180 164 162 174
Petition 10 20 24 30 52 47 39 40 20 12 21 30 39 30 24 20 28
Prohibition 80 80 81 101 85 96 116 122 118 118 118 159 114 146 132 131 149
TOTAL 1159 1282 1372 1585 2037 1621 1644 1623 3180 2357 2117 2442 2692 3102 3114 3415 3369

Importanty, the nunber of workers’ compensation gpeds filed ha gown not only in aggregate
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